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Reader, 


2 F © you 45k the Occaſion of publiſhing this Sers 
— 8 mon, then know, As 1 = go Thoughts. - 


N: /ome little Time after it was delivered F A 
/ dberbaps it had ne ver been publiſhed, 
ee am (ure not at this Seaſon, bad not ſuch #" 
Clamour been raiſed againſt it in the Reverend Synod 
Fife, before whom it was preached ; not indeed by the 


Synod in general, but by ſome few of theſe Brethren tba | 


heard it, who impreſſed others coming up after Sermon, 


or near the cloſe thereof, as if it contained ſundry Tings 


| <vhich required the Synod's Confideration, affirminf 
alſo ſundry expreſſions in it were exceptionable :_ And, ©, 


if deſirous to know the Iſſue of this Buſineſs, then tak 


the following Account. The Affair was tabled before that | 
Reverend Fudicatory in the Cloſe of the Afternoon s Sede= ii 
runt, the ſame Day on which the Sermon was delivered 
here it was declared, if the Reverend Synod thought not 
meet to take the Affair under Conſideration, the Bret brem 
complaining knew what to do: So the Matter was 
referred to the Committee for Overtures, who ſpent # 


Sederunt upon it next forenoon ; and having come to 


no fixed Reſolution, a Committee of the whole Houle: 


was appointed to meet upon it that Afternoon, b] 


there wers long Reaſonings upon ſonte Expreſſions alledg > 1 
to be uttered by me in that Sermon, which were given i? 
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- to the Committee of the whole Houſe by the Bren 9 
tbren complaining, which, in as far at my Memory ſerves," "i 


Were to this Purpoſe, viz. That 1 bad charged the 


Mini- 
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+ Miniſtry of this Church with many Corruptions, as 


: 
- 
| 


articularly,: That they kept the Door ſtraiter upon 
F me whom God hath ſealed, than upon others Neſs 


4 : deſerving: And, chat I charged the Sermons of 


Miniſters, eſpecially the Sermons of younger Bre- 
thren and Preachers, as being nothing bat Harran- 
gues of Morality, having nothing in them but what 
eneca, Socrates, or other Heathen Moraliſts might 
had ; ſo that a Stranger coming in might think the 
Preacher was a Deiſt rather than a Chriſtian, terming 


— 


their Doctrine the Devil's Goſpe!: And that, in ge- 


neral, I had charged the late 4# of Aſſembly, anent 


| + Planting Vacancies, as being contrary to the W 
pf God, the Inſtitution of Chriſt,and to be a robbing 


the People of that Legacy he had bequeathed un- 


to them in his Teſtament. 5 


15 After this, when [ think it was towards Nine of the 


Clock at Night, the Synod was conftitute, where, after 


Reverend Synod, That tho I did not recten my ſelf oblige 
ell to ſpeak in” the Committees, at leaſt when I was 
nt deſired, nor did I yeckon my ſelf obliged to ſpeak 


given me a Libel, which I might ask Time to an- 
;+ ſpent to no Purpoſe, when they bad Matters of Impoy- 


if Z#ance before them ;, and ſeeing there was not ſo much as 


one Note in all my Sermon complained of, which was not 
eniſrepreſented, I was willing to *anſwer immediately to all 
that was alledged againſt me: And, upon the Synod"s 


* 


: deſpring I ſhould ſpeak, I gave a fair and full Account of 


e Sermon as to the Things alledged, without adding, 
Amin ſbing or altering the leaft Word that I bad ſpoken, 
| |F Uþox which the Synod was junanimouſly ſatisfied, in ſo 
rr as appeared; for, aſter this, not one opened a Mouth 


| | qgainftit; and all that ſpok: owned, my Words to the © $ 
' 1F Synod were the very Exbreſſions I bad in my Sermon: 
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Tus the Aff air dropt before that Reverend Fudicatory, 
Wn: ; Yet 
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+ _ reaſoning 4 conſiderable Time, I ſtood up, and told the 


ij; the” Synod on the Affair, till my Accuſers bad 
fever ; yet, being ſorry to ſee ſo much of the Synod's Time 
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Yet hearing ſome, ſince the Affair was diſmiſſed by the 3 
mod, baue charged me as if before them I had eaten in 
hat IL {aid in my Sermon, than which nothing can be - 
yore falſe ; and ot bers afprming it was by Explications T _— 
risfied the Synod, whereas there was never an Expligu-' BS 
on required of oneMord in myDiſcourſe, nor did Þ ever give _ 
be leaſt Explication of any Word or Sentence thereof : And © ** | | 
* aring that ſome perſiſt in their Railing againſt it; as 27 
- ndry Brethren, who heard the whole of the Sermon, de 
red it might be put to the Preſs ; ſo I judged the Publi- 25 
tion proper at this Seaſon, that ſo it might ſpeak for | 
ſelf. Here you have the Sermon as contained in my 
Totes ; and there is not the leaft Alteration as to any 
bing that was quarrelled before the Reverend. Synod 
fie. f you reap any Benefit by reading of this Diſcourſe, '+ 
oe GOD the Glory, and forget not to pray for * 


Lo # * 5 
The meaneft and moſt unworthy of _ 
, Chrifi's Servants, -_ _ —_ 
6 92 
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SERMON 
133 Preached in the Church of Kirk 
#4 aldy, atopening the Synod o 
Fife, September 2.6: 1732. 


Tim. ii. 15. Szudy to ſhew thyſelf apf ys 
» proved unto God, a Workman thaj Go 

needeth not to be aſhamed; right} it 
' * dividing the Word of Truth, 


Nthis Verſe we have an Exhort: 
7 3 tion, a Motive and a DireQi 
The Exhortation is in the 

Words, Study ta ſhew thy ſelf . 
proved to God, The Perſon e 

borting is Paul, the great Apolt 

ot the Gentiles, ſpeaking in t 

| Name, and by the Authoritys 
the Great God ; he was the Amanuenſis of .the 

Gboſt in writing this Epiſtle, as appears from the 

Verſe thereof. As all Chriſt's: faithful Ambaſſad 

Rudy to approve themſelves unto God, ſo they wo  *- 
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Place, having no fixed Charges, being extraordinary 


at Work of Evangeliſts was, to water the Church- 


66% 


Apoſtles, tho' inferior to them. Timothy was no Dio- 


ceſian Biſhop. Indeed, in the Poſtſcript to this E- 


piſtle, he is ſaid to been ordained the firft Biſhop of 
the 
ſo the moſt learned among the Epiſcopalians, as Ham- 
mond and others, own, this Poſtſcript, and alſo that 
to Titus, is not to be found in any of the antiens 
Copies, And, it is obſervable, as neither the Syriack 
nor Ethiopick, ſo even the vulgar Verſion of Romaniſts, 


printed in the ſame Chara 


hofted is" Timothy the Evangeliſt; and, in him, the 
Exhortation is to every Miniſter of the Goſpel. The 


es planted by the Apoſtles; they went from Place to 
Office-bearers in the Church of Chriſt, as well as tha 


ch of the Epheſians . But as all Presbyterians, 


hath none of theſe. And tho? now, thro* the Influ- + 
ence of Prelazifts, the Poſtſcripts th the Epiſtles ars 
Gere with the Text, 7 


8 yet formerly they uſed to be in a different Letter. 
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The Thing to which Pay] the aged exhorts his 4 e 


- 1 ” a to 

be pettect, as all the Saints ſhall be after the Reſur- 

een. Well, to whom ſhould he ſtady to pres 
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himſelf? It is to God, the moſt high God, who ſearch} 
es the Heart, and tries the R eins of all the Children of 


Men. We are to approve our ſelves to the Great God? 
our Suviour, the adorable Immanuel, whoſe. Ambaſſy- 
dors we are. But whom was he to ftudy to appro 


unto God ? It was himſelf. It muft be the Care of 


Chritt's Miniſters, that when they preach the Goſpel 
to others they be not Caſt-aways, or diſapproven 
themſelves, but approven in Chrift, K 7 
2. Here we have a weighty Motive exciting to ap- 
prove ourſelves unto God ; for if this be our Study, 
then we ſhall be Workmen that need not be aſbamed. 
Minifters are Workmen ; their Work is weighty; 
they are Worker? together with God, Labourers in his 
Vineyard; and, if they ſtudy to be approven of him, 


. they ſhall not need to be aſhamed. The Expreſſion 


fays, if we ſeek to be approven of Men only, or chief- 
ty, Shame ſhall be our Promotion: And it alſo lays, 
fuch as ſtudy to be approven of God, loving his 
Praiſe more than the Praiſe of Men, ſhall have Bold- 


due beſore God, as in this Life, ſo alſo at Judgment; 

for more is implied here than is expteſſed, 1 Fobw iv. 17 
3. Inthe Words we have a Direction, ſhewing 
' how Miniſters are to carry as they would approve J- 


themſelves to God; and that is, rightly to divide the 
Word of Trath. By which we are nor to underftand' a 
nice logical or critical dividing the Words of our Text; 
no, ſometimes there may be too greꝶ Nicery here, 


and a dividing of-Things, which ſhould not be put 


aſunder. The Greek Word, pJomu#ym, here rend- 
er'd to divide, is variouſly tranſlated, as ſome render 


i it to bandle, ſome to preach, and ſome to ct, thinking 


the Word is a Metaphor from cutting off with an Ax, 


Saw or Sword, that which is unprofitable; as the Stri- 


ving about Words, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the 


immediately preceeding Verſe; or as are the prophane 
„ Ballings, of which in theVerſe following our 


Text. And there are other five or fix Thi from 


which the Learned have thought the Metapho bare 
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think the Word ig either borrow 
-  Coft6m of the Priefts under the Moſalek Dilpenſation, 


Portion accordi 


me * df > 
LAY F 


OY $ 
2. 


„ | X 
arch- * 2 | } diere en * 
en of de taken as it th be ſeen in PooP's 


. n 
oe 1 humbly | 
| from tHe ancient 


who, after cutting the Sacrifice, did diſtribute the ſe- 
veral Parts according to the Divine Appointment; Or. - ü 


| Tather, the Words are a Meraphor from faithful Stew="  - 


ards, who, without Reſpe& of Perſons, divide to e- 
very ane their Allowance, giving to all their dus 

| to the Maſter's Will: And thus 
Miniſters of the glorious Goſpel, who are called Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries f God, muſt ſtudy to preach the 
Goſpel, fo as every one may find himſelt in the Ser- "BY 
mon, being Sons of Thunder to the Wicke. profans 
and Hy pocritical as they are to be Barnabaſſes, or 5 


Son of Conſolation to Belie vers, and the Saints of God. 


Well, what are Miniſters co divide afight“ It is the 


| Word, the Lord's Word - his Word whoſe Name is thi ? Py | 


Word of God, And *tis 3 Quality of this Word, th 
It is the Word of Truth, the infallibleWord ofthe God "Mi 
Truth, the Word of Chrift, who is the Amen, Faith- ; 
land true Witneſs, his Word, who is the true God © 
and eternal Life. The whole of Ged's Word is Truth, 
as every Mord of God is pure. Tis a ſure Word of Prophe- 


, ſurer than a Word, Voice, or Revelation imme- +: 4 | 


* , 


| hat may be implied in this 
J. © Apoſtle's, when he 


Alidance, 1ſt, “ LIl lay down ſome 


mer from Heaven, 2 Pet. i. 19. * 
' Paſhng many Doctrines which might be noticed 


| from the Words thus briefly opened up, the Doctrine 


I iptend to inſiſt upon is from che firlt Part of the + 
Verle ; and it is this, 13 1 
lk 15 * 1 1 
That it ought to be the ſerious St earneſt Care 
and Concern of all that bear rg 25 


Character 
Goſpel-Mineſters to approve themſelves unto 31 
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135 ſpeaking to this Doctrine, through the Diviae 

; ropoſitions a- 
nent our being approven of . 240, 1 
Exhortaqion of the 


lays, Study to ſbeto thyſq I 
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A ved to God. 3dly, Show wherein Miniſters of the 


4 Golpel are to ſtudy the approving themſelves unto 
++ God. 4thly, Deduce or draw ſome Inferences from 


'< the Doctrine.“ And, ſeeing the Reverend Synod 


hath put me upon this Work, tho? one of the moſt 


-  Maworthy that bears the Character of Goſpel-Mini- 


ſters, I hope I ſhall be born with, tho? I ſhould-ule 
all becoming Plainneſs of Speech in being their Remem- 
Srancer, knowing here I have that Gedto do with, 
whoſe N is to be ſtudied above the Appro- 
bation of Men or Angels. And, while Miniſters ſpeak 
the Word of Truth, no A logy is needful, as no- 
thing can apologize ſufficiently for any Doctrine 
oppoſite thereto. > 
, . * 

As to the firſt Thing propoſed, namely, The la 

ing down ſome Propoſitions — our being : of Gal 5 
2/t Propofition is, Thar, as it is the Buty of Goſ- 
« pel-Minifters, ſo it is the Duty of others to ſtudy 
« the approving themſelves to God." Tis the Duty 


of Probationers to ſtudy this, the Duty of Elders and 


Deacons, the Duty of Magiſtrates, and all in any ci- 
vil Place or Station in the World, yea, the Duty 
of every one; for all are to act for God, and as in 
the Sight of Zod, eying his Glory as their great and 
laſt End, Such as love the Praiſe and Approbation 


of Men, more than the Praiſe of God, have the juſt- 


eſt Ground to think they are without Chriſt, and with- 


' ont God, and without Hope in the World, and that their 
Faith, is not the Faith of God's Ele &, John xii. 42, 43. 


24 Propoſition, As Miniſters are to ſtudy to be 


« 2pproven of God, ſo alſo it ſhould be their Study 


« to be approven of Men.” They ſhould be concer- 


ned to be of good Report, as, 1 Tim, iii. J. That Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel be really good, is neceſſaty for 
their own Salvation ; and for the Salvation of others, 


 *ris neceſſary they be accounted ſo. It was theApoſtles 


great ſtudy to recommend or approve himſelf, as to God, 
lo alſo te the Conſcience of every Man, 2 Cor. 1 
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Ks a ceackt Bell hath an unpleaſant Sound, fo a Mi- 
niſter of a erackt Reputation is leſs meer for calling 
Souls to Chriſt. Reputation and Eſteem among Men, 
as Henry ſays, on 1 
Uſefulneſs in the Miniſtry ; and a 


proven in Chrift, approving of Things that are excellent. 


iv. 3. is a hw Step towards 9 
dve all they ars BM 
to ſtudy to approve themſelves to them that are a i 


F 3d Propoſition,.'* Tho' it is Daty to approve out- 
90 


elves both to God 4nd Man, yer, when it comes to 
5 this, that we muſt either be diſapproven of G 
* or Man, we muſtftudy to approve our ſelves to God, 


* tho* the whole World ſhould condemn us. Whe-" 


ther it be better to obey God or Man, Fudge ye, (aid . the + 
Apoſtles, Ads iv. 19, ſo As v. 27, 28, 29. 


4th Propoſition, * A Miniſter of Chriſt may be * 


„ approven of God, when diſapproven of Men.” Men 
may think meanly and harſhly of Chrift's Mi-. 


nifters while doing their Duty; as ir fared with th 


great Apoſtle of the Gentiles himſelf, as he hints, 
I Cor. iv. 3. Where he fays, But with me it is 4a very 
ſmall Thing that I ſbould be judged with Man's Jug 
ment. As ſome in that Church of Corinth overva- 
laed the Apoſtle, ſaying, I am of Paul; ſo others 
undervalued him, ſaying, I am of Appollos, I am 
Cephas; [ am: of Cbriſt. People would guard againſt 
being puffed up for one of Chriſt's faithful Servaots 
ainſt another. ve. bin are ie 
5th Propoſition, Miniſters of the Go 
„ approven of Men, when God does not àpprove of 
«them: “ As in the Caſe af the 4% l of the 
Church of Sardis, to whom our Lord ſaid, f know + 
Works, that thow haſt a Name, that thou liveſt and art 
dead, Rev. iii. 2 
the Name of being a lively Miniſter of Chrift, when 
under lamentable Deadnels ; Gifts may be lively, 
where Grace is languiſhi 
Stone dead: As in the Caſe of Fades, who, I doubt 


„yea, where the Mani is- 


not, had Gifts as well as other Apoſt les. ' Gifts are 
not Crace. We ought not to value our ſelves up on 
128 eee 
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A Miniſter may have a Name, 
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Mets Approbation; what is weighty with My. is, 


light before God. Many Times Man's Teſtimony . 


ſhould ſay, We knew him, this will,be of no Avail. 


i, e n, i ide the Iain: 


if the Judge ſay, M never knew him, I never approv- 


him. + 34.6% e vt9 447 5957 i 1 a 11188 

6b Propoſition, „A Miniſter may not only have. 
Gifts, but alſo ſome Succeſs, in bis Miniſtry, tho“ 
God hath not approved, nor will ever approve. of, 
= as à good and faithfyl Serfant.“ The Angel. 
he Church of Sardis tho' his Caſe and Condition 
was not approvable before God, yet he had, a few. 
Names in Sardis, afew* that were honeſt Chriſtians 
under his Miniſtry. Such as prese. ed Chriſt, tho' 


- out of Envy, ſeem to have had ſome Succeſs, elſe the 


Apoſtle had not rejaiced and, reſglved to te joice in it, 
as he did, Phil. i. 15, and 18, Verſes compared. Had 
the Sermons of ſuch as preached, Chrift out of Exyy, 
been altogether without Succeſs, there had been 
ſmall Ground of Rejoicing ; The common Gifts of the 
Spirit ate given to profit with all, tho' ſaving Grace goes 
not always along with them, 1 Cor. xii. 7. And yer 
the Succeſs of ſuch is more rate; for it is thoſe Mini- 
ters that fand in God's Connfel, ande call with him in 
Peace aud Equity, whom he honours molt to turn ma- 
vy from {nigutty Jer. xxlii. 22. Mal, ii. 6. And Mini- 
ſters of che Goſpel may be approven of God, and yet 
have litde Succeſs; But zho' Iſrael ſhould not be ga- 
thered, yet ſuall he be great in the Sight of the Lord, Ila. 
xlix. 5. And a Miniſter may have Succeſs, where. 
ic is not viſible for a Lime; as the Husbandman's, 
Labour is not in vain, tho' he ſee not the Seod ee 
ing for ſundry Days or Weeks after ir is caſt into 
the Ground, F : 1 
tb Propoſition, A Miniſter may be diſapproven ' 


f God, and yet his Miniſterial Acts be valid. 
Such as are hypocritical and ntäghty Perſons, May 


Jet be Miniſters in Chriſt's Houſe : Our Lord's Cal. 
ling che Traitor Z#44s to the Work of the Goſpel, 
confirms this; and no Doubt he was to be accounted 
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n. is. 2 Miaiſter and Ambaſſador of Chriſt with the othe? 
10ny . Apoſtles, vill he diſcovered hin:{elf; for it is not ſpe- 
wo: cial Grace, but Chriſt's Call and Commiſſion, which 
| entitles One to the Miniſterial Office :. And this is not 
ov to plead for a godleſs graceleſs Miniftry, as if ſuch 
1314642 might have Peace in their State and Work; noriis it 

a. for Encouragement to others to admit ſuth unto opt 


0 keep them in, the Miniltry, as evidence themſelves to 
01 be gracèleſs and naughty; nor is it for Ericourages 

. o ment to any to chuſe ſuch for their Paſtors: No, but 
Kw. this I ſay, with the qudicious Durbam, is to pleud for 
. . the Ordinance of Feſus Chriſt, which is not to ſuffer 

tho! Derog ation, in whatever Hands it be: And I affirm 

he this for the Eaſe and Comfort of thoſe that have been 
1 it, baptized by ſuoh, or of others who may be ready to 
Had call the, Truth of a Work of Grace upon their own © 

209 Souls in Queſtion, when they ſee ſuch prove naught ü 
. as were the Inſtruments of their Regeneration. 7 
447 „ a g Bo » ION EL = — 
— But I proceed yow to the Second Thing. propoſed; +, IM 
yer namely, To ſhew what may le implied in the 17 > 
— os Exbortation, when be fays, Study, to ſhew thyſelf | 
* approved to God. And, 1f, it may imply, “ That 


„ Minitters of the glorious Goſpel are to be ſtudious 
J « Perſons, acting with Thought and Conſideration, 
« pondering the Paths of their Fet;”” As Prov. iv. 26, 
ga- weighing all their Actions, asking their own Souls, 
Ts. whether this or the 6ther Thing ſhall be approven 
| bf God: It is the Character of Fools to ac without 


ere 
in's Conſideration, Of all Men in the World, A maliei- 
. ous, envious Devil owesGoſpel-Minifters a Spite aud 
ato an IIl-Tura, and does it effectually iometimes, by; + 


hurrying them to act without Study, Thought xx 


ven Conſideration. | A - a. . 1 5 8 
Ons 2. It may imply, A deep abiding -Cangern upon 
lay te the Spirit, how to pleaſe God.“ As , Uhrini - 
al. an in general, fo every Miniiter of Cbriſ in a ſpeci 


Manner, ſtudies ta walk worthy of God unto af lefg, 
ted being ſolicitous to have Evoch's Teſtimony, go wil, * 


* Py 3 
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What be pg Cod, Heb. xi. v, And he ftudies to 


hare the Spirit of Truth witneſſing with his Spirit 
that he is — of God. ng n 
3. An Indifferency as to our pleaſingMen, when 
we cannot approve our ſelves to them, unleſs we 
n diſpleaſe G d. Do [ ſpeał to pleaſe Men? ſays the 
Apofile, Gal. i. ts. for, if I yet pleaſed Men, I ſhould 
wor be the Servant of Chriſt : It ſeems ſome among 
che Galatians, tet on by a Spirit of Spite and*Malice, 
did accuſe the Apoſtle as one that ſet up for Popu- 
larity ſeeking for Credit and Applauſe from Men, 
more than the pleaſing God, affirming, That, byjhis. 


DoQrine and Carriage, he ſought himſelf more tan 


his Maſter's Glory ; or they accuſed him as ſtudying 
in his Sermons orConverſation,to accommodate him- 
ſelf ro the Humours of Men: But the Apoſtle wip- 
eth off theſe Calumnies ; declaring, That, if he did 


fo, he ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt, he 


would be unworthy of that high and honourable 
Chatacter. Indeed, a Goſpel-Miniſter will ſtudy to 
pleaſe all Men to their Profit and Edification, as Rom, 
xV- 2, and he will be loth to diſpleaſe any by an im- 
prudent diſobliging Carriage, for he becomes all 
| Thiogs to all men, that he may gain them; yet his 
Higheſt Aim will never be to pleaſe Men, or gain 

their Approbation. : 
+ 4. © That God's Approbation is truly a valuable 
„ Thing, and to be prized, tho' Man's Teſtimony is 
* jaconftiderable.” Life lies in God's Favour ; yea, 
his Good will, Approbation, Teftimony, Love andFa- 
your, which always go together, ate better than Life, 
und ate more than enough to counter-balance the 
Hatred and Frowns of the whole Creation: If he 
approve, we may laugh at the World's Condemnation. 
5. It may imply. That Minifters of the Goſpel 


© 5ught to carry ſo as the World may have Ground - 


4e to look upon them as Men approved of God. 
Study ro ſrew thy {elf approved of God; as Chriſtians 


ue to ſhey their Faith by their Works, ſo Mini- 


ſters 
* 


1s ) oy 


Sets are to hew by a Goſpel-becotning Converfati- . 


on, that they are 99 of. God. We are not only 
to ſtudy that we be approven, but to ſhew to the 
World we are ſuch. Being the Light of the World, we 
are to make our Light ſhine þefore Men, ooing ay 
licitous to ſhew forth the praiſes of him who 
called us to his Kingdom and Glory: And ſur ely 
this will be the Study of all that regard the Suc- 
ceſs of their Miniftry. T7 Ab ee 

6. It may imply, © That Minifters of the Gofj 


« ſhould often fiſt themſelves before God, calling 


« themſelves to an Account, thinking upon the ſo- 
« lem awful Reckoning they are to make in a little 
« Time unto their Judge, to whom they are to give 
« an Account of their Stewardſhip.” The Greek 
Word, as I told in the Explication, rendered #o 
in our Text, is alſo rendered to ff: Miniſters watch 
for Souls, as they who muft give an Account, Hebs 
xiii. 17. and _ ſhould often refle& on this, ſiſt- 
ing themſelves 
ſo they may give the Account with Joy, and not 
with rief.. 5 4 | 4 | ' * | 
7. It may imply, As Miniſters of the Qoſpel are 
& to ſtudy with Care and Selicituds how to ſave the 
« Souls of others; ſo, in the firft Place, they ought 


* to have a ſpecial Care abaut the Salvation of their 


« own Souls, ftudying to approve themſelves unto 
© God.” Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved to God. They 


ate to ſtudy, that their own Families, the Wives 


and Children, who are their own ſelves in ſome Re» 


ſpe&, yea, they are to ſtudy that all the Flocky bs- 


approven of God ; but in a ſpecial Manner, they are 
to beware, that, when they preach the Goſpel do o- 
thers, they be not Caſt-awayz, or diſaprovgn of God 
themſelves; as 1 Cor. ix. 27. ſo 1 Tim. iv. 16. there 
the Apoſtle ſays to Timothy, Take beed to thyſelf, and un- 
to thy Doctrine; continue in them : For in doing this, thow 
ſualt both ſave thyſelf and them that bear thee, Thü Ex- 
preſhon intimates, it ought to be the Care of 1 
— 
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fore the Bar of Canſcience, that * 
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to ſpeak unto. 
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ſters, in the firſt Place, to ſave their own Souls, 
. It may imply, That Minifters of the Goſpel 

> are in great Danger of ſeeking and contenting 
&- themſelves with Man's Approbation.“ Hence the 

very beſt of them, ſych as an eminent Timothy, N. 

mot by an Evangeliſt, Timothy who had known the 
Scriptures from his Youth, and was converted by the 

i Apoſtle Puul, being bleſſed with that unfeigned 


aith which dwelt in his Grandmother Lois, and in 


his Mother Eunice, heneeded this Exhortation, of 
ſtudying to approve himſelf unto God. Of all Men 
in the World, Miaiſters are moſt obnoxious and moft 
in Danger of being taken with Man's Applauſe; ma- 
ny of their Appearances being in publick, they aik 
e to be tickled with Man's Approbation; and 
as all, ſo ſuch as have moſt Applauſe from, and the 
greateſt Acceptation with Men, have moſt Need to 
be watchful, huntble and cautious, gnarding againſt 
rang ſatisfied wich popular Applauſe, with Man's 
eſtimony and 1 of 
9. It mayfimply, © That, unleſs this be our Study, 
% God, will be highly diſpleaſed, ſo as to fill our 
„ Faces with Shame, confounding Shame and Dit- 
** prace, ere it be long.“ Study to ſhew thyſelf approved 
#0 God, a Workman that netdeth not to be aſhamed, The 
Expreſſion intimates, that it this be not our Study, 
ſooner or latter Shame and Difgrace ſhall infathbly 
overtake us. But 1 go on to the e 


+ Third Thing propoſed, to vit, To ſhow wherein Mini- 
fer. of the Goſpel aye to ſtudy the approvi themſelves un 


to God. This Subject is large, and thetefore hgre I 


can only inſtance a few of many Things; as nay 
'are to approve themſelves to him, 1. With Ref 


to preaching the Word of Truth. 2. As to Prayer. 


g. As to the Adminiftratioh of Sacraments. 4. With 
eſpe to Church-Judicatories. And, 5. In Regard 
ok their Walk and Converſation. And thoſe I deſign 


1. Then, 


— 7 


en 


* 


they are toapprove themſelves, 1ſt, As ta iber 


ation a b 
2 ed. Sermons, giving «hemſelyes te 


exhorts, 1 Tm. iv. 13, 14, 15. It cannot be N Rns | 
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1. Then. As to preaching the 


mu 
this: They are to, be at Paipsin ſtudy- 
Readjvgs 
Prayer, and Meditation, in order to be prepared fot. 
ſpeaking in the Name of the Lord, as the Apoſtle 


to God, for any having Time and Health to ſtudy, to 
come to a Pulpit with raw Thoughts and indigefted 
Conceptions. He that ſtudies to approve himſelf to 
God, will be loth to ſerve him with that which 
coſt him nought, nor will he ſpend the Half of the Day 
in Repetition to indulge. himſelf in Eaſe: Tho he 
may — ought to inſiſt again and again upon the fim 
Truths, yet not to foſter Sloth, but becauſe he ſect 
the bringing ſuch Truths to Remembrance ma ba 
toſi ta ble and ſafe for the People as ſays the 1115 
Pbil. iii. 1. Nor do I think it approveable in Minifte: 
to ſay, they rg off-hand, or upon little vr,no 
Study (I ſpeak of ſuch as have Time to prepate) wa 
are not now to expect immediate Inſpiration. - + ' 
2. With Reſpe&to preaching the Word of Trutli 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are to approve themfelyes td 
God in the Choice of Subjects for their Sermons ; wheres 
ſt, A Goſpel miniſter ſtudies to know a 5 
-ompariſon of Chtiſt, and him grucified, 1 Cos. 15 
Such make it their great Study to contribüte their 
Mite to make his great, glorious and ſavoury Nam 
zemembred and renqwned in all Generations: D 
preach not themſelves, but Chriſt Fefws the Lord] as 4 C 
iv. 3. If we negle&.to preach Chriſt, we negte&> 
out main Work. Chriſt, as Durham ſays, is the Nas 
« tive Subject on which all reaching ſhould runs 
* He is the Text of all preachiog ; and the preaths 
4 ing which ſtands not in Relation to. him, ,is be- 
„ ſides the Text and Mark.” Ie is the Pe fs 


bel , which has nothing of Chriſt in it, or rhe Slope 


h 
of which is not to ng or him to the 8 al, 6 70 
britig Sinobrs to a pfearer Confortit to 1 
. . * "1 . ne IS | 1 ag n ge WV. 
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3 The Golpel, of which we ace Miniſters, is 8 


3 822 8 
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Image. The proclaiming of Chriſt's perſonal Glor 


of a nauſeous Larding his Diſcourſes with the 


is.) 


Mould be the great Scope of all our Sermons, a 
y of God the Father by proclaiming Chriſt's Glory. 
he Father fod the Son are One God, and he Fa- 
ther is hono! in our honouring the Son; Tach as 
bono u not the Son, honour not the Father, John v. 23. 
It is the Father's Will, that all Men © ſhould honouwy the 
Son, even as they honour the Father, And for any to 
call the frequent Mentioning the Name of Jeſus in 
onr Sermons, a making his Name the BURDEN of 
them, or a LARDING our Diſcourſes with his Name, 


to me it argues a want of due Regard to his worthy, 
Wonderful, ſweet and ſavoury Name; and ſurely 


to ſugh the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles was guilty 

ame 
of Jeſus; for, in his firſt Epiſtle to Cor. firſt Chap. 
firft 10 Verſes, he mentions the Name of our Lord 
ſus no leſs than ten Times. His Name, to all that 
now it, is as Honey in the Mouth; it is Melody in 


| the Ear, and a very Jubilee in their Heaus. Tis 


Matter of Lamentation at this Day, that not a few 


among us in this Iſland manage their Sermons, as if 


hey had taken a Reſolution, quite contrary to the 
poſtle's, namely, a Reſolution. to know any Thing 


4 


But Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified: Their Sermons ate 
ſuch, as if they lobk d upon this as an old antiquated 
Story. Did Auguſtine throw away the Works of Cicero 


with ſomething of Diſdain, becauſe he found not 
the Name df Feſus in them? And ſhallwe ſpeak light- 
y of his great and wonderful Name? The Goſpel 
cannot be preached unleſs Chriſt be named, , Hence, 
ARs ix. 15. it is ſaid, the Apoſtle was to bear Chriſt" 
Name before the Gentiles, Kings, and Children 4 Ifr ael. 
And 24h, with reſpe& to the Subject of his Sermons 
As the Goſpel-miniſter ſtudies to preach Chriſt, anc 
him -crucified, ſo alſo the Riches of God's Grace to 
Sinners through Chriſt is much» inſiſted upon by him. 


* 


there is fot, holeaft Daiiper of the leſſening the Glo- 


e 


- wg” W Wo Ga 


b 19 * | | 
the "Geſjelef the Grace of God, Acts xx. 24. The Free 
dom o 


. * 


f Repentance. He will not neple& to preach and pre(s 
moral Duties, and the Neceſſity of Holineſs, without which 
no Man ſball ever ſee the Lord; yet ſo as flill to hav 


7 


God's Grace 1s to be preached thro* Chriſt 
to the Chief of Sinners; and was there not Encou- 
ragement in the glorious Goſpel for the Chief of 


Sinners, neveg would a Soul come by Faith unto him: 


For no ſooner are the Eyes of a Sinner opened, ta 


ſee his Guiltineſs, Sin ang Miſery, but he looks upon 


himſelf to be the Chief of Sinners. It is for Lamen- 


tation, there are ſome, who, having never reliſhed 
the Doctrine of Grace themſelves, having neyer ſeen 


they behoved to periſh erecnally, unleſs of ſoverei 

Grace-the Lord ſhould pardon, hear, help and heal 
them, they wholly, or for the moſt Part, ſuppreſs the 
Doctrines of Grace, inſiſting only, or mainly, on Mo- 
ral Duties; and it is to be regreted, many Hearerg' 


love it ſhould be ſo, being like that Gentleman, Who, 
i the Remarkable Paſſages of bis Life, tells, © That be» 
* forethe Lord reached him by his Grace, he did gop - 


«ſo mach favour ſpiritual ſearching Diſcoucſes as 
© mere moral Doctrines, tho* God knows, ſays he, Þ 


in a natural State, 


« Nas too immotal my ſelf,” M 
tho' dead in Sin, and deftirnreFef Strength, would 
Rill'be at Salvation by the forks of the La-: And no 
Wonder, for the Do&rine M Grace thwarts the Pride 
which is natural to fallen Man. 3dly, With reſpe& to 
the Subject of their Sermons, Goſpel-minifters ought 
to preach, ind do preach, as The Neceſſity of Faith 
in the Blood and Kighteouſneſs of Chrift, and the 


Freedom of God's Grace through him to the chief 


of Sinners ; ſo alſo they preach the in diſpenſoble Need 


a regard to Chrift, his Grace and Spirit, when preach/ 


ing upon theſe Subjecis; as, 1. In prefling to Res 


ntance, Holineſs, and Obedience to the Law: of © 
od: The Goſpel-miniſter ſtudies to make bis 


Hearers know and conſider, while without Chriſt, 


while in a yacgarerced State, they can do 0 tl . | | 
F.& We” 2 4 * * 28, 


1 


1 * 
Lo 
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1 
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Nis Life, and purchaſing the Spirit for us, 2 Cor. v. 
Effects of Chriſt's 8 | 
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ba 1 ds. ). hem, The F. 
n a rig roven Manner; telling them, The Tres 
MS ak? and grafted into the good Olive, before 


te Fruit can be good, Rom. viii. 8, Fobn xv. 3. 2. In 


preſſiag to theſe, they will not negle& to ſhew, that 
fie vor leaſt of Duties cannot be diſcimyged in any 
Grace but that which is in Chrif»Feſus; ſhewing, that 
without bim eue cannot do much, yea, that without 
bim ce can do notbihg e Shewing, that it is inthe Lord 
eve bave not only Righteouſneſs, but Strength ; that it is 
only through Chrift ſtrengthning we can do all 
Things. We are deſtitue of Strength in our ſelves, the 
Glory of our Strength ſtandeth only in him; of his 

Fuineſs we muſt receive, and Grace for Grace, 3. 

He tells them, that tho“ they be in CHRIST by 
Faith, yet they cannot advance a Span, nay, not a 
. in Holineſs or Sanctification, unleſs by 
Faith they dra w ſanctifying Influences from the Lord 


— 
* 


Jeſ $y the Head of the Body, who filleth all and in all, 
11. 1 
are 


I. If filled with the Fruits of Righteouſne/s, they 


by Feſus Chrift. No real SanRification. before U- 


nion with Chriſt by Faith; and thete is no carrying 
on of this Work, unleſs by Faith we live upon him, 
As xxvi.\ 18. S2:#ified 
ays our Lord, So, Rom, vil. on we muſt be dead to 
e Law as a Husband, and married to another, even 


to Chriſt Feſus, as ever we would bring forth Fruit unto ' 


Bod. 3. In prefling to Holineſs, and the Diſcharge 
of moral Duties required by the Law, he ſtudies to 
inforce Obedience to theſe Duties, with Motives and 


Argu 


mente which have a Reſpe& to glorious Chriſt ; 


As the Confideration of his amazing Love, manifeſted 


In fulflling tne Law in our Room, in laying down 


ng alſo t he fa 

and Diſpleaſure, Eſal. ii. 12. Sewing the Study o 

Holjaels is the ſtraight Way to have our Fellowſhip 

with the Father and the Son Chriſt Jeſus : Tho”. Mo- 

gies taken from God'gWrath, and the Motives Nature's 
| &/ a £m 
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Light affords may be adduced ; yet, if onrArguments 
co no further than theſe, our Exhortations will Be of 
eſſer Weight: The * knew this; Hence, 
Phil. i. 2. he ſays, If there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if 
any Comfort of Lovg, if any Fellouſbip of the Fyirit, if any 
Bowels and Merciet, fulfil ye my 71. exhorting 
to the Diſcharge of theſe Duties, he will not fai 


to tell, That, be we at never ſo much Pains in diſ- 


charging the Duties of the Law, and in the Study of 
Holineſs ; yet, unleſs we betake out ſelves to, Chriſt, 
whois the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, we cannot 
be juſtified, we cannot be ſaved ; relfing, That 
theſe are a Bed ſhorter, and a Covering narrower, than 
that we can ſtretch our ſelves upon them, or be 
ſcreen'd by theſe from the fierce Anger of an in- 
cenſed Deity; And indeed a Wall ot Gan-powder 


will as effectually defend from material Fire, as our 


own Duties or Righteouſneſs can defend us from 
the Fire of God's Wrath; When we have done all we 
can, ſtill we am but unprofitable Servants, I fear, in 
preſſing moral Duties, and the Study of Holineſs, 
theſe are much neglected. kd 


That eminent Servant of Chri/?, Profeſſor Halyburton, 


about twenty Years ago, ſaid, I mifthrily fear a ra- 


tional Sort of Religion is coming in among ns; I 
«c 


© Duties, without the Power of r thence 
« People fall into a Way of ſerving God which is 
** mere Deiſm,having no Relation to Chriſt Jeſas and 
« the Spirit of God.” And,ſpeaking of legal Preaching, 
he ſaid, in his Day, And how much of it is > ws, 0 
Lord, i bos knoweſt. And ſurely there is far ere rod 
to fear and lament over theſe Things in our Day: 


Hath he not been too true a Seer as to that f a ra- 
tional, and I may call it an irrational Sort of Religi- 


on its come in among us; if, as is affirmed; not a 
few,have little more in their Sermons than Whar 2 


- 


Plato, Seneca, Socrates or other Heathen Moralifte 
might had in bis Diſcourſe} And further, 2 Mi- 


* ; 
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© mean by it, ſaid he, a Religion that conſiſts in 2. 
bare Attendance upon Ordinanges and outward 
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niſters of theiGoſpel are to preach, and will preach 
Repentance and the Neceility of Holineſs -; to alſo 
he 2 a 1 himſelf to God, will in particular 
' preach and preſs the noble and neceſſary Duty of Charit 
' and Chriſtian Love : Not E fade! at this 
Day, who dre ſai d to preach Charity and Love, as 
if that was the whole of Religion, and what of it 
ſelf would entitle to Happineſs, while Scripture-Ex- 
preſſions agent this noble Grace of Love are vilely 
abaſed. Some cry up an univerſal Charity andLove, 
never diftinguiſhing between that general Love 
which is. dne to all, even our greateſt Enemies, and 
that ſpecial Love which js due unto the Brotherhood, 
or Brethren, 1 Pet. ii. 17. 1 Jobn iii. 14. It is a Sin to 
love them that hate the Lord, to wit, with a Love of 
Complacency, or to have chatitable Thoughts of God's 
Ene mies, the op...uly profang, whoſe Sins go before- 
hand to Judgment, as 1TT.v. 24. Tis no Breach of 
Charity to ſay of One, who declares his Sin as So- 
om, and hides it not like unto Gomergh, There is 2 
Child of the Devil, as the Apoſtle did of Ehmas, 
Acts xiii. 1p. tho' we are ſtill ro beware of mounting 
1 God's Throne, taking on us to judge of Mens Hearts, 
s . crying, Hypocytes, Hypocrites, ' where the Walk is 
. bla meleſs and aire} the Goſpel. And, in a Word 


* 


; as to the Subject of Preaching, He ſtudies to declare the 
' x @hole Counſel of God, Acts xx. 20. where the Apoſtle 
appeals to the Elders of the Church of Epheſus if he 

had kept back N that was profitable for them. 

And, in the 33th Verſe, he ſ:ys, I hate ſkewed you all 
Things; the Meaning is, he had not, out of Fear, 
bor any baſe and By-end, wirhheld any of the Truths 
of God from them; hepre:c1ed both Law and Go- 
ſpel; and the Law is good if « Man uſe it lawfully, as 

* ſays the Apoſtle, 1 T. I. 8. if the Law be uſed as 
"a Schoolmaſter, to bring us to Chriſt, the End and Per 
'Feftion thereof; and if only uſed as a Rule of Life, in 
which reſpett tbe Believer, tho' freed from its Curſe, 

© eondemning Sentence, Rigor, ifritating Power, and 
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from it as a Covenant of Works,” is as much under 
it as the Unbeliever; and it is good to direct in ths | 
Way of Righteouſneſs, the Way to Glory, tho' is 
can never he the Cauſe of reigning there. But, 
zahy, With Reſpe& to Preaching,” ** A Goſpel-Mi- 
* Ailtor ſtudies to approve himſelf co God, by a right 
% Dividing ofthe Word of Truth ; Y As in our Text, 
iving to all their due Portion. He ſays, Wo to the 
icked, for it ſhall be ill with them ;, and he 11 Re- 
joice, ye Righteous, for it [all be well with go - Rh= 
dies to reach the State, C and Condition of all 
his Hearers, the Ciſe of the ſtupid ard awakened, the - 
Caſe of the pagſuniptuons and doubting Soul; the 
Caſe of the Diſconſolate, and of ſuch as are filled 
with Joy: He doth not make a Diſtinction where 
the Word of Truth makes none; he is not al, 
from Intereſt or Affection; he wah nor juſtify the 
wicked, crying, Peace, Peace, when God bas ſaid, 
Tberẽ is no Peace to them ; nor dare he condemn tha 
the Righreous, thruſting at them with Side and 
Shoulder; and yet with the Word ot Truth he makes 
a Difference betwixt the Precious and Vile, between 
the Hypocrite and honeſt Profeſſor ; he will be loth 
to ſpeak againſt Profeſſors in general, As if they. 
were nought but a Company of Hypocrites; En- 
« thuſiaſts, a Company of Men who, tho' they will 
not curſe and ſwear, drink drunk, and profane the. 
Sabbath; yet they will trick and cheat, ſlander 
and backbite like the Devil! Which is enough 
to harden the Wicked in a Courſe of Sim to make 
them Atheifts or Deifts, lagking on all Religion as 
nought but Trick and at. Tho' ſome Profeſ- 
ſors may be, and are, alas! a Scagdal to their 
Profeſſion, as there was a Judas in Chrift's own Fa» — 
mily ; yet, as tis Duty to 1 ſo alſo to profeſs 
and to hold faſt the. Profeſhon of our Faith, cleav- 
ing to the high Peſt of our Profeſſion, 1 Tim. vi. 
22. theretheApoftle calls Timotby's Profeſſion a good 
Profeſſion ; and to have a Profe ſſion is in fo far good: 
uch as have aot ſo much as a Profeſſion &f Religion 
; 4 4,VPOB- 
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c not enough that our Hearts be right with, God 
ret zudiciens 1 FH] . 
A rx Ly 1c100s Manton, but there muſt be a Con- 
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As we are to believe ith he Heart, fo PD 4 
feſs and coptels with the Mouth, Nom. x. 9. Tis. 


n with the Mouth ;” and he gi hree- 
*< Reaſons fot it: As 1. It is for che Glor ; of God 

©. that we own him by a Profeſſion, 2. Tis for the | 
% Comfort and Quickning of others, when they ſee 


_ «intending to go with them to the better Couns 


$*itry. 3. Tis för eproofito the World ; for, fays 
„he, the more explicite our Profeſſton be, the mote 
©, are wicked Men cpndemned, as Nogh, by build- 
4e ing the Ark, condemned the old World.” Indeed 
"tis a Matter of Lamentation, that the Practice of 


many gives their Profeſſion the Lie. Wo will be to 
ſuch Men or Women profeſſing Godlineſs, as live 


not up to their Profeſſion ; to ſuch as profeſs they 

know God; but in Works deny him: Such may read 

their Doom, Job xxxvi. 13, 14. where it is fail, The 
crites in Heart they beap up Wrath, they die in Youth; 


- or, their Soul dieth in Youth, as the Words are in 


the Original, and thir Life, to witz after Death, is, 
among the Unclean, or Sodomites, who, going after firgnge 


 Heſb, are ſet forth for an Example, ſuffering the Vengeance + 


of eternal Fire, Jude 7). | 
athly; As to preaching, he ftudies to approve him- 
ſelt ro God, by preaching the Word of Truth in « Frrip— 
ture Stile. He ſtudies to preach, not with' the Words 
evbich Mars Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Ghoft 
feacheth, as, 1 Cor. ii. 1, 44,43. Some have juſtly ob- 
{erved, that if ever God de Hood to a Soul tis by. the - 


. Words of thg'Holy Ghoſt 4 by them he ſpeaks in to 


the Heart. A-fine elegant bigh Stile of Languages 
when Miniſrers are treating with Sinnets about tha 
eternal Concerns of their immortal Souls, is not un- 
firly compared to fine Paing upoh a Glaſs-Window, 
which darkens inſtead of giving Li ht. cc And that is . 
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- whenMinifters come to rear of, 


IL came to heat you this Day, hoping to ger Good 


© not underſtand a great dea 


| Surely the great and deep Myſteries of 
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2 ne intelligible and leſs 2 
Goſpel-Magifters are to ule great Pla. of 7 13 
2 


as was the Apoſtle's Practice, 2 Cor. Ali. 12. An 
yhe ſuch Truths and Dus 
ties as are common to natural and reyealed. Religi- 
on, they ſhould be cautious, guarding ,againfffab: 
Rract Philoſophical Reaſonings upon them. The, . 
Generality of Hearery in all Congregations are not 


Scholars. A long Chain of Philoſgphical Reaſons, - 


ings, however exact in it ſelf, as One ſays, tia to ag 
Purpoſe to the moſt of Hearers. Miniſters are Deb- 


tors to the Weak as well as co the Strong, to the . 
unlearned as well as to the learned; to the meaneft 


Soul under. their Charge, as well as to the bigheſt, 

all Souls being of the ſame Value, our Lord hav- 
ing redeemed them at the ſame Price, The Reye- 
tend Dr. Manton, being invited to preachbefore the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Companies of the City 
of London, upon ſome publick Occaſion, made Choice 
of a Subject upon which he night have Occaſion to 


' ſhew big Judgment and Learning: At which 
Time he was heard to the Admiration of rhe morg 


intelligent Part ot his Audience, and for which 
Sermon be received publick Thanks; but, upon 
going home, a mean-like Man came and gently 

luckt him bythe Yeeve, asking if he was not the 
Detfon that preached before my Lord Mayor To-day 


* to my Soillhhaving earneft Defires after che Word 
© of God, but I was greatly pra {gm ; for I could 

of What you ſaidz 
* for you was quite above me To whom the 


DoQor replied with the Teir in his Eye, Friend, 7 


* if I did not give you a Sermon; you have given 


© me one ; and, by the Grace of God, 1 WI never 


* play the Fool to preach again in ſuch a 1 

alvation 
cannot be better handled than in theſe Terms andEx- 
teſſions in which they were 82 by the Spice 
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and, upon de anſwering he was, the Man ſaid, © Se 5. x 
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due Boünds. In Divine Matters our on Reaſonings 


26 
of God; and, for any to callScripture-Fxpreſfions 7 
Sermons, Canting, is a ſhrewd Evidence they have 
never reliſhed nor been reached by the Lord's Word. 
And, as he ſtudies to preach in a Scripture Stile, ſo 
he is careful to keep the Form of ſound Words, as the 
Apoſtle exhorts our Evangelift Timothy, in the 13 50 
l che 1. Chap, of this Epiſtle where our Text is. 
Learned Men have obſerved, * That Hereticks had 
— Advantage by the unwary Expreſſions of 
ome of the Fathers; and Neſtrorius fell into his He - 
reſy of a Duality of Perſons in Crit, by defending an 
improper Speech of his; as Euiyches, thinking to 
mend it, fell into the other Extreme of confounding 
the two Natures of Chriſt. If we ſtick to the Form 
ound Words contained in the Scripture, dur Doctrine 
all be ſound Speech which cannot be condemned. 
$= Sthiy, In preaching the Word of Truth, a Goſpel- 
Minifter makes the Scriptures of Truth the Rule of 
His Doctrine: He is far from exalting Reaſon above 
Revelation ; nor will he ever equalize them. Hu- 
man Reaſon is deceitful when it goes beyond irs 


are never to be truſted, unleſs guided by the Wor 
of Truth, and ſupernatural Revelation. And as te 
a rational Religion, let our rational Divines and 
Free-thinkers talk what they will, there is no 
Scheme ſo rational as that which makes the- whole 
of our Salvation to be of ſovereign rich and free 
Grace, though the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chrift, 
- who hath fulfilled all Righteonſneſs in our Room, 
and is the Lord our Righteouſneſs. I own, Reaſon is 
a pure Beam from the Divine Majeſty; and tis fim- 
y impoſſible ever it ſhould contradict ſuperna- 
tural Revelation, or the Word of Truth ; yet there 
are many Things in Religion of which Reaſon is 
no competent Judge. As Senſe is not a fit Judge 
of the Thi of Reaſon, ſo neither is Reaſon a 
— fudge of the Things of Faith, and My- 
fteries of Religion, revealed by the God of Truth. 
Man ngver hows himſelf more reaſonable, than in 
cCea ſing 


9 


_—_ 


ceaſing to reaſon about Me Things which are #. 
Ve I bove lon. And whereas ſuch as ſex up for the; 
ord. Wits of the Day, declare they cannot underſtand, 
ſo if how God ſhould' require Men to believe what is 
the WW above the Reach of their IntelleRuals to compre-, 
hend; I ſay, when ſuch have accounted for all the 
Myſteries of Nature, as the Union of their. own- 
Souls apd Bodies, the' Cauſe of the Winds, and a- 
great many other Difficulties in Nature, then may- 
they demand a full, clear, and ſatisfying Exphcatiow , 
of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, n 
6thly, In preaching the Word of Truth, he ſtudies to 
preach the Word in a right Manner. As he ſtudies to 
peach feelingly and affeQiongtely, he ſtudies to feel 
the Power of thele Truths upon his own Soul, which 
| preaches'ro others, that he may ſpeak from the 
art. It is he who preaches feeliogly and affeQio- 
nately, who is the moſt ſucceſsful Preacher. Life and 
Death, eternal Life and everlaſting Death, are weigh- 
ty Matters, And he ſtudies to preach boldly, lifts, 
ing up his Voice like a Trumpet, crying alond, and not 
ſparing great nor ſmall. We fiad the Apoſtles of 
hriſt praying for Grace to ſpeak the Lord's Wor 
with all Boldneſs, Acts iv. 29. Such as preach not the 
Word of Truth with holy Boldneſs, are Workmen 


that mand aſhamed , Fer. i. 13, 18. There the Lord 


commuarnahe Prophet, to gird up bis Loins, and ſpeak : 
againſt the Wings of Fudah, againſt the Princes thereof, 4” 
gainſt the Prieſts thereof, ſaying, Speak unto them all tbat 

J com mand thee, Be not diſmaid at their Faces, leſt I con- 
found thee before them : Miniſters are to be bold in aſ- 
ſerting the Truths of the Goſpel, bold in reproving 

all Sin, What more unbecoming a Miniſter of grits 
than that People ſhould be bold in ſinning, Ad be 
cowardly'in reproving ? Miniſters ſhould mind, 'tis * 
God himſelf they have to do with. James VI. ſaie. 
of a Miniſter, in his Day, That he preached 4 F 
Death were at his Back, And ſo ſhould every Mini- 4 
fer of Chriſt, minding 25 and Judgment are falf 
: "Yau a5 aps 
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_ afproaxching. And when the Church of Chrift is ia 
Danger by Errors, Encroachments, or otherwiſe, as. 
with Prudence, ſo with becoming. Boldneſs, they 
will give Teſtimony againſt them. And hence Ru- 
tberfaord, that eminent Servant of Chriſt, in a Ler- 
ter to a Friend, ſaid, © I dare not for my Soul be ſi- 
*« lent to ſee my Lord's Houſe burning, and not 
* cry, Fire, fire; therefore ſeek from our Lord 
* -Wifdom' ſpiritual, not black Policy, to ſpeak with 

SAI our Lord's Trath, foo HE 
_ 7thly, In preaching.the Word of Truth, A Goſpel 
miſter is much concerned for Succeſs; and hence he 
keeps not in good Generals, bat is concerned 
bring home the Word vf Truth in cloſs Applicatioh, 
fuch as infiſt only upon Doctrine, ſays Hall, are off 


them that ſmnff the Candle, but pour not in O 
Doctrine without Application, makes Men allBrai 
(fays he) and no Heart. As all Scripture is given by 
h ſo it is profitable, as for Doctrine, ſo alſo for 
 Ropocf, for Correction, and for [nftruftion in Righteouſneſs, 
2 Tim. ii. 16. Application is the Life of Doctrine. 
Can ſuch be concerned for Succeſs, as ordinarily 
have nothing of Application? The Want of Snc- , 
ceſs is matt afflicting to the approven Ambaſſadors. 
of Chriſt, Tho? it may comfort ſuch as are con- 
cerned to approve themſelves to God,g{that their 
Lord accepts of, and will reward em through 
Chrift, not according to their Succeſs, but their 
Sincerity and Faithfulneſs in his Work; yet happy 
is that Miniſter, who can ſay, with a faithful ſer- 
want of Chriſt, in a Letter to one of his Pariſho- 
ners, when baniſhed from them, © Let me be 
„ Wighed of my Lord in a juſt Ballance, if 
e« your Souls ly not weighty upon me; you ga 
„ to Bed, and you riſe with me; Thoughts of 
your Souls depart not from me in my Sleep; 
joa have a Part of my Tears, Sighs, Supplicati- 
* tions and Prayers: O if I could buy your Salva- 
tior with any Sufferings whatſome ver! — 
6 : mu 
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Auch for the ark Thing - Ps Minifters are to Hh 


dy the approving themſelves to God, namely, with 4 
Nasen fo t 5 preaching ite Word of Truth, 
2. Goſpel-mir.iſters outzht to ſtudy to approve thetny 
ſelves 5 God, with "bh ect to ha Duty of Prayer 
as well as preaching; 1 Tin. ii. 1. I exbort, ſays the 
Apoſtle, that firſt o, all Subplications, Prayers, Interce 3 
ons, and giving of Thank: be made for all Men. Mini- 
ters of the Goſpel, as they are the N Mout! 
to God in Prayer, ſo they ought to ſtudy, confider 
and endeavour ro know their various Caſes, Condi- 
tions and Wants, that [6 they may plead particulars 
ly for a Supply of them; they ate to be much in ſes 
cret 1575 pleading the Lord may due them, cry- - 
ing for his Aſſiſtance in Studying, pleading he ma 
direct to ſpeak ſuitably rc all the various Caſes 


Heaters. Mini onghr to ſtudy much up their 
Knees, asking the Spirit's gia in Studying, his Hel 
to mandate, and Grace to deliver; and they are te 


wreſtle for the Lord's Bleſſing upon their J ours. 
As Aaron had the Names of the Tribes of ſrael upon 
the Breaſt-plate when he weit in before the Lords 
ſo Goſpel-miniſters ought to have the various Caſes 
of their People upon their. Hearts when they como 
before him; writing after the Apoftle's Example, 
Rom. i. g. where he lays, God ig my Witneſs; whom I 
ſerve with my Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son, that, withoub 
ceaſing, I make mention of you always in my Prayers. So, 
Phil. i. 4. I thank my God upon every Remembrance of you - 

always in every Prayer of mine for you all, making Req 
with Foy, Miniſters are to pray in the Holy Ghoff, 
looking and waiting for an Anſwer to their Suite. 
And if any call this Enthaſsaſm, it is a ſhrewd Evi- 
dence of thEir being ſenſual, wanting the Spirit ; 
Pal. v. 3. there, ſays thelalmiſt, My Mice ſbalt thow 
bear in the Morning, and T the Morning will direct 
my Prayer unte thee, and will look uh ; to wit, for an 
Atiſwer, Surely in every Thing that concerns ns 
; * * & ws 
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vs are to go to God, and lay the Matter before him, 
acknowledging him in all our Ways. Holy Naber - 
ford, in giving an Account to a Friend of ſomeThingy 
which had been advantageous to his own Soul, ſayt, 
9 I have been really confirmed in many Particulars, 
that God heareth Prayers; and therefore I uſed 
© ro pray for any Thing, of hob little Importance 
T however.” And were ve more in Prayer, our Work 
would be eaſier, and our Succeſs greater. And, that 
he may be approven of God, he is not only 2 
Wreſtler with"God himſelf, but alſo he is earneſt 
for the Prayers of oth+rs on his Behalf ; as in the 
| Caſe oß the grear Apoſtle Paul, Epb. vi. 18, 19. ſo 


* 


in his writing to other Churches, 


38. Miniſters of the Goſpel are to ſtudy the appro- 
eving themſelves unto God, as to the Adminiſtration of 
Sacraments; refuſing to alldw the Ignorant or Scan- 
dalou to preſent their Children M Baptiſm ; and 
they are tender in admitting People to the boly Table 
ol the Lord: Here they put Difference between the 
Precious and the Vile, the Clean and Uncleah;; they 
are far from allowing à promiſcuous Admiſſion, know- 
ing the Deſign ot this Ordinance is not Converſion, 
but Confirmation, knowing the Seals of the Cove- 
mant. are Children's Bread, ſuch are of Cbryoſtom 
Mind, who ſaid, © He would rather his Hands were 
cut off, than that he ſhould give the Symbols of 
© our Lord's Body and Blood to the Profane.“ And 
fuch as approve themſelves unto God in this Matter, 
they approve of Ambroſe, in thruſting the Emperor 
Theodeſius from the Lord's Table, when approaching, 
till he ſhould make open Acknowledgment of bis 
Grief, Sorrow and Repentance for his open, ſcanda- 
lous Sin, in exerciſing Cruelty upon the Theſſalonians, 
They will not allo ſuch to partake as are ignorant, 
ſcandalous, openly immoggl, nor ſuch as have not fo 
"much as a Form of Godlineſs; for all that approve 
themſelves to God here; will a thouſand _ 
- Tat 
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of Chriſt, as to the planting of vacant Congtegations, 
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Father chufe to have, was ir but one Table, or half _ 
a Table of honeſt Communicants, true;Believers and. 
teal Saints, than have à hundred Tables, by *admhit« 
ting any that are unworthy, or of whom there is not 
moral Evidences of their Fitneſs for this holy #Ordi» 
nance. Wo will be to that *Mirfifter, or Elder, that; 
from an Affection of Popularity, or any other baſs 
End, does wiilingly admit an unworthy Perſon to 
partake of the Seal of God's Covenant; dreadful ſhall 

his Doom be · No Perſon that ſtudies to green | 
himſelf unto God, but will rather he never have a 
Stranger to join with him in-that ſolemn Ordinance, 
than that directly or indire&ly he have the leaſt Hand © 
In admitting any unworthy Chriitteſs Soul. And for 
the commendable Practice of the Church of Scotland, 

in being pointed and particular in debarring the Un- 
worthy from this Ordinance, God forbid ever it tura , 
into Deſuerude :' It is Matter of. — 2 if 
ſome have only a, few Generals here, as if they uſed 

this only for Faſbion's Sake, But, 


- - — 
4. Miniſters of the Goſpel are to approve entelres 
to God, as to their Conduct relating to Chutch-judicatories, 
het Seſſions, Preilyteries, Synods, Aſemblies ov 
Commiſſians. In theſe they ſtudy to approve them- 
ſelves,” as to the impartial Exerciſe of Diſcipline, as F 
to their Licenſing of Students ro preach rhe Goſpel 


and fo of every Thing may come before the Fudica- 
tories of Chriſt's Houſe ; they ſtudy ſtill to act as i 
the Sight of God, ſetting their Lord and Lawgiver, 
their Judge and Weigher of all their Actions conti- 
nually before them, minding the ſolemn Charge gi- , 
ven, 1 Tim. v. 21. where the Apoſtle ſays, 1 chayge  - 
thee before God and the Lord Feſus Chrift, au the Eleth.." 
Angels, that thou obſerve theſe Things, wit bout referring ; 
ene before anotber, doing nothing by Partiality. Here tho 
Rich are no more to be reſpected than the Poor, all 
being equal as to Spiritual Eceleſiaſtical Privileges, 


- 
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e 
to Thiogs of 1 Spiritual g ical Nature. 
And, as he ſtudies to approve him if to, God in 
hurch- judicatories, ſo aſſo in a cheerful Qbedience 
to all their injunctions, in as far as he judges them 
conſonant to the Word of Truth. And here he is 
| 5 to their Determinations, © Not only for their 
Agreement with the. Word, but alſo for the Power 
$ and Authority, whereby ſuch Injunctions, Pecrees, 
or Determinations are made.“ Indeed he is not for 
the blind Obedience of Romanifts ; no, this is neither 
due to Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Authority, the Apoſtles 
Practice being [till worthy ct Imitation, A#s iv. 5, 6, 
$8, 19. So A&s v.21, 27, 28. when the Apoſtles were 


diſcharged by the Rulers, Elders, Council and allF 


the Senate of the Children of*{/-ael, who diſcharged 
them from ſpeaking at all, or teaching in the Name of 
Jau,; the Apoſtles affirmed, they were to obey God 
vat her thay Men. And this has ſtill been the Docttine 
of Presbyterians ; but that We ſhould acquieſce in, 
ſubje& our Judgments, or yield Obedience to the 
Determinations of Presbyteries, Synods, Aſſemblies 
or Compmiſhons, without examining whether agtee- 
able to Gog's Word, is not, nor never was, a Presby- 
terian Principle. Hence, in 21f- Article of out old 

- Confeſſion, ir is ſaid, © If Men, under the Ntme of 
2 Council, pretend-ro forge unto us new Articles 
* of our Faith, or to make Conſtitutions repugning 
© to the Word of God, then we muſt utterly te- 
© fuſe the ſame, as the Doctrine of Devils, which 
© draws our Souls from the Voice of our only God, 

© x0 follow the Doctrine and Conſtitutions of Men.“ 
And the ſame is ſuppoſed in our Wefiminſter Con- 
uon of Faith, where it is ſaid, * The Decrees 

F and Determivations of Synods and Councils are 
to be received with Reverence and Submiſſion, 
£ when, conſonant to the Word of God.“ The Ex- 

- preſſion ſays, Let the Decrees and Determinations 
of Church-judicatories, be what they will, if they 


be not conſonant to the Lord's Word, they are to 
dee rejected and diſregarded. | | 


And 
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* Synods and Conncils ſince the Apoft 


IT biogs. So the Reverend 
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les 2 
© ther general ar rticular,: ma err, man 
have erred ; thereſote they are vot te be made the 
Rule of Faith or Practice. And the Reverend Mr. 
George Gilleſdie, who was a Member of that Aſſembly, 11 
being ſent thither by the Church of Scotland, in h 
Epiſtle to all the Reformed Churches, hieb is prefix'd 
to his Diſpute againft the Exgliſh Pogy 
ſays, © Becauſe the Fore-deck and 
our Oppoſite's Probations do —— a 
©, whtothe Authority of a Law, uſi 
* ſharp Knife to cut every Gordian Knot which th 
cannot ag theretore we certiorate you wi 
Calvin, That if yeu have acquieſced in Authori 
* you have 


reftfinaly 


Church, we ſay, with Whitaker, We ate ;16 — 

x the Church, but — Dee teaching tighe 

Letrnede nab 

nderſn, that noble and ſucceſeful G for 

Pregbytery late Miniſter of the Goſpſ 1 

in 3 Sermon of his before the 24 
Glaſgow: n Air, in 1712, when Feat 

poſitzos of Church-Jadigatories, he rw 6 228 9 

*. poling of ſuch Ceremonies is ſo far from an 

. | Argument why they ſhould be conformed to, that. 

* ogg rhe contrary, for hat very Reaſon, Naa 

5 they are 2 ed, they ought not to be Eonformed 


0 to, that ſo Church- men may be diſeburaged in 
© their impoſing Humout, which in all Ages they 


J baye been too much adi dd ro; and that they | 


map at length leam dor tv be wifet thine Su. 
Ang Nhat r ſays there may be donſtruod to th 
5 of that lavgeft Sjned ie Scotlatid, in wy 


rmon was printed at the Defire of that Reves 


nod.: And Eeghſ» Procbytery; printed 1680, 


1s | 
for — — from this ne 
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Authority as a * 


N 


r 


rapt your ſelves in à very evil Snare 
And he adds, As touching any Ordfnangb of rhe 


| 1 s Tong as they have the Force of an Infticution: 


- . qriſe,” as Archbiſhop Sporſavood, in his Sermon 
1 Perth: ly, ſays, Put the Caſe, Authority 
| uld appoznt Orders in the Church, which tend 


— 


net right gor appointed; I Auſwer ſays he, Ia 


4 Sin in the Command, he that impoſes it ſhall zn“ 


| who was an Ornament. to the Reign he lived io, 


»- 
FRY 


Fine, lags; © ſt is'a Man's own prafliedl- dgment 
27 cience, after a due Rn: J into Seri 

5 and hearing and weighing t ——— oak 
* which is to direQ him as to Things, the believ- 
ing, or not believing, doing, or not doing 
of which, may render his Soul guilty befote 
God.“ Indeed ſome Prelates have afhrmed/ others 


# got to ſerforward Godlineſs and Piety, yet the 
£ muft be obeyed by the Members of that Churc 


And if any ſay, My Conſcience ſuffers me. not to 
* obey, for I am perſwaded that ſuch, Thi arv 


© Matters of this Nature and Quality, the Sentences 
of thx Superiors ought to direct thee, and chid 
© 3s a ſufficient Ground for thy Conſcience for obey - 
4 ng Biſhop © arker ſaid much the ſame, affirming, 
© That, ia Diſputes of a publick Concert, private 
<<. Men are not to be directed by their own Judg- 
©. ment, but by the Commands and Determinations 
© of the publick Conſcience; and if there be any 


| ſwer for it, and not be, whoſs whole Duty is to 
6. obey.” But, 23 all Preabyterians, ſo mauy Prel- 
if, have oppoſed this Doctrine, as the learned Hates, 


who affirms, That when either falſe or uncertain 
*. Concluſions are obtruded for Truth, or As, ei- 
©. cher, unlawful or miniſtring jus Scryple, are re- 
' Fires of us to be — in theſe Cafes Con- 
© lent were Cralpicery, and open Conteftrios is not 
« aktion or Schiſm, bur due Chriftian Ammoſtty. 

learaed Chillegworth ſa ys, It the Church com · 


4 mand, Things, and judge them fit to be done, yet 


rer N ie to judge for bimſelf with the Judg- 
4 wont. of Diſcrotion ; otherwiſe we may "46 with 
w * . out 
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er Reafon and diſcurſiue Faculties, as the — 8 
t did with the Sword of Goliab, wynd them up, and - 
* lay them by as uſeleſs . adds 'be, a> 
© Dog is. 2s capable of a Laws a Man, if there 
© be no Choice in his Obedience, nor Diſcourls+ - 
© in his Choice, nor Reaſon to ſatisfy his Diſcourſe.” 
The i Commiſhons, General Aſſemblies, 
yea, Or of an OEcomenuck Council, will be no les * 


at God's Bar. But. "ſp . a 
8. werte Ws, Goſpel are fo Rady the ppro- 


- 


tra + Ip '' 8 


A 
ring themſelye8To God in the gabole. of their May aud 
7h. Hence the Apoſtle exhorts Titus the Evange® 
lift, in i Things to ſbew. himſelf a Patterm of good + 
Works, Tit. ii. 7. Minifters of the Goſpel are to be 
Rnſamples to the Flack. The greateſt Plague: ay | 
can befal a Congregation, is an unholy untender M“ 
nifter ; none in the World ſerves the Devil's Intereſt .- 


more than he, for readily ſuch Priefts, ſweh People 3 


and next to the Devil, ſuch an one ſerves the Intereſt 
of Hell moſt, for he goes not thither algae. Mt. 


Chriftopber Love gives an Account of a Woman in + 


England, who calling the Exiftence of God in Quel- 
tion, a Minifter coming to ſee her, Asked, bow ſhe 
came to be an Athesf?} She anſwered, * The verp 

* firſt Thing which cavſed me entertain Thougbes 
* of Atheiſm was the beholding your wicked prophans | 
be LE : 25 5 know you to — — 5 
* of Knowledge, you preac yet 
you ſwear, you lie, — drink drunk, and break 
_* the 9 and this makes me queſtion whe- 
ther there be a God or not. O it is ſad whth the 
Leaders of the People cauſe them to err. A very 
Reverend Miniſter, I ſuppoſe the oldeſt of this Sy- 
nod, in all Admiſſion-Sermon from Mal. ii. 8, gf ſays, 

* As Miniſters of the Goſpel muft not be like Mer- 
© curial Statues, only to paint out the Way to Peo= 
© ple, and not to walk init before 9” 

; © ought they to give them a bad a 


icious 
 Wayer 


10, far leſs | 


4 


+ T Fhat Cruelty is it in any, eſpecially in Mijaiffery, 
' © to ſtumble any of Chriſt:s little Ones? What cruel : 
© Yonl-deftroyers are theſe ? O what Progigies of 
*:Wickedneſs are ſuch Teachers as cauſe many to 
© ſtumble at the Law! And again, ſavs he, Minifters 
© ought to ſhun idle unedifying Chat in Company, 
\ * and haunting the Tavern roo much, ſpending too 
: ©. much Time there, being too late in it, tho' there 
© be no Exceſs. It is certainly blame-worthy and of- 
” + fenſive in a Minifer if any be guilty of it: It can- 
4 © not but be ſtumbling to People ice Miniſters or 
Preachers, or thoſe that are looking towards the Mi- 
© niſtry, haunting the Tayerns and caballing there. 
And then he inſtances it as a Fault ip Miniſters © to 
keep up a ſtrange Familiarity with the prophane, 
* "known and open Enemies of the Government of 
Church and State, and yer negle& Familiarity with 
the truly Godly ; This, ſays he, cannot but be very ; 
© offenſive: If People ſee this, they cannot help think- 
ing, that Fowls of a Feather flock together. And 
indeed itt is ſad when, from a wicked Miniftry, Wick- 
. redneſs goes forth into a Land; bur defirable, when 
Miriſters can ſay with the Apoſtle, Be ye Followers of 
me, as 1 alſo aff of Chriſt, i Cor, xi. 1. If Miniſters 
wake an Inch, People are apt to think they may take 
an Ell. As we conſult our Reputation, we muſt bg 
tender in our Walk; for the Health of a Miniſter's 
Honour can never be maintained in the Air of a cor» 
rupt Life. And as we would have none to deſpiſe 
us, we muſt be Examples to the Believers in Word, in 
Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, and in * 
- ritFfas the Apoſtle exhorts, 1 Tim. iv. 12. And ſo muc 
for the Third general Head: Had Time allow'd, I 
thought to have ſpoken of Miniſters appraying them- 
ſelves to God in all the other Pieces of ee 
Work, as Catesbiſing, Viſiting Families, Viſiting the Sick, 
Comforting the-DejeFed, and the like: But | pals theſe, 
and ſhall now proceed to the | 
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Fourth and laſt T 0 RY PTY deducin# 


| : Wer drawing ſome Inferences from the Doctrine. And, Is it 

f. Wo, © That it ought to be the ſerious Study, earned 

p © Care and Concern of all that bear the Character 

? of Goſpel-Miniſters, to approve themſelves unto 

p | God: F 

ö Then hence we may ſee, 1. The Folly, Madneſs 

> and Impiety of ſuch as ſeek only or chiefly to approve 

15 themſelyes unto Man. Whatever their natural Parts 

” or Endowments be, whatever Learning or Pulpit- 

* Gifts they may have, whatever popular Applauſe. 

I chey may attain, tho all the World ſhould ſpeak. 

. well and think well of them, tho' they have had 

0 never ſuch a harmosious Call from the People, yet ö 
» FR God rejects them, unleſs his Approbation, Teſtimo- 5 
f ny and Praiſe bulk more in their Eyes, than the £ 
hi Praiſe of the whole World. Snch as love not the of 
Y . || Praiſe of God more than the Praiſe and Approbati- f 
0 on of Men, whether great Men, or learned Men, or 
d good Men, they are unworthy the Character of | 
K Chriſt's Servants: Such as ſeek the Honour, which is 
:N of Men, and ſeek not the Honour which is of God 

of only, ſhall ſurely be filled with confounding Shame. 
5 2, See hence, Miniſters and People ought to a 

4 


prove of them wha make it their Study to ſhow them- 
be ſelves approved to God, by walking circumſpeRly, en- 
rs Þ deavouring in all Things to live up to the Rule of 
r his holy Word. We ſare to eſteem them highly in 

Love for their Work's Sake, without idolizing of 
in one, and undervaluing another: The meaneſt of 
> Chriſt's Servants, who are conceraed to approve 
themſelves unto God, are ro be approven and a 


ND 
1 
ö 
| | 
1 
1 
1 
4 
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eem- 
1 ed of us, and that tho' their Judgments differ from 
m- oprs in ſome Things: We would beware of raſh . 
gl Judging, as if they were regardleſs of God's Ap- 
ick, probation, tho' their Sentiments and ours ſhould 


{e, not always jump; Wherefore then were you not afraid to 
ſpeak againſt my Servant Moſes ? Numb. xii. 8. Tho? 
20d we are not to approve of all, nor of any blindly, 


3- See 


5 


8. See hence, Miniſterqin licenſing Men to preach 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, ought to be cautious and cate- 
ful they licenſe none but ſuch as they have Ground 
to- think will ſeek God's Approbation, rather than 
the Teftimony and Favour of the whole World; 
Tuch as are Men of real Religion, exerciſed unto 
Godlineſs,exerciſed in keeping Conſciences void of Offence + 
bot b to God and Man: And we cannot approve our 
ſelves to God, unleſs this be our Study, in manag- 
ing the great Truſt our Lord hath committed to us 
in ſending Men to,preach the glorious Goſpel. And 


never was there more Need of Caution here, than 


at this Day ; for, if once licenſed, be they never ſo 
unworthy, ſome or others are rbady to take them 
by the Hand ; and fo the Church may come to be 
peftered with # Miniſtry ſettled by Preſentations, which, 
as Mr. Anderſos, in his above-cired Sermon, ſays, 
Few good or wiſe Men will think worth the owning. 

4. See hence, how careful People onght to be in 
the Choice ot Paſtors, being concerned to chuſe 
uch as they haveGround to think will fudy to ſpeu 
themſelves approved to God, tho' all the World ſhould 
diſapprove of them: Alas! not a few, merely to 
approve themſelves unto Men on whom they have 
Dependance, they give their Vote for ſuch as are 
not their own Choice, nor do they think will ſingly 7 
ſeek the Divine Approbation. And when it is fo, 
Man's Favour and Approbation is purchaſed at a too 
coſtly Rate: To att againſt Light here, is a Sin of 
a Crimſon-Colour. Others, again, fear nothing more 
than a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, who will ſtudy to 
pleaſeGod, and approve himſelf to him in all Things, 
tho' the whole World ſhould be diſpleaſed and diſ- 
approve of him. Here they do all they can againft 
the Settlement of any ſuch: They account them 
their greateſt Enemies that tell them the Truth, 
dealing honeſtly with their Souls, not'a few reckon 
a faithful Miniſter the greateſt of Plagues. And, as 
the Author of the above-mentioned Admiſion-Sermos 


ſays, 


| lings; and w 


= 0 o 
; 39” ) 
ſays, They have a ftrongScent to ſmell ontMen xk, 
© themſelves, and nothing does more recommend, & 
© Man to them, than if they hear bone Mianifters 
and People are againſt him And it is a dreads 
ful Sign of God's Wrath, when he leaves a People to 
make Choice of ſach Paſtors as they think will ſpeak 
ſmooth Things unto them : However, it is not to 
be thought ſtrange, tho' Men in a natural State ap- 
ear for ſueh; for Chriſt's faithful Witneſſes are 2 
83 to them, as Rev. xi. 10. And the judicious 
Durham, commenting upon that Verſe, gives ſundry 
Reaſons why faithful Preachers are a Torment and 
Torture to the Men of the World, and why a pro- 
hane People would be glad to be rid of honeſt Mi- 
P - - 
niſters, while = they are well pleaſed with, Hire- 
y it is ſo, eſpecially in declining 
Times, he ſays, * 1f, It is becauſe the faithful Teſti- 
© mony'of Chriſt 'sMinifters galleth their Conſciences. 


zal, Becauſe it torments their Will and Affections. 


za, Becauſe it tormienteth their Corruptions, and 
© {o ftirceth up their Enmity, lighting upon their 


© Idols. 4qthly, Becauſe it torments their Credit and 


Pride whea their Religion is called no Religion 
And indeed, the moſt Irreligious cannot endure o- 
thers ſhould be thought more pious and religious 
than themſelves. 5thbly, * Becauſe their Teſtimon 


" © affeceth their Eaſe ; hence they call faithful Mis 


* niſters, Troublers>of God's Iſrael; And thus ſays he, 
* the World thinks, if they were quit of ſome heady 
© Miniſters, all would be quiet. 6thly, Becauſe Light 
© crofleth their worldly Intereſt : And eſpecially, ſays 
* he, it is intolerable to great Men, who fret to be 
* bounded, and cannot abide to be reproved ; Men 
* think chere is no living with ſuch Minifters. * 

5- See hence, Miniſters may bs eaſy if they have 
God's 1 tho' the World ſhonld condemn 
them? Tho' great Men and mean Men, learned and 
unlearned Men, tho? Profeflors and Profane, ſhenld 
all condemn them, they may rejoice if they have the 
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Teflimony of their own Conſciences, that God 45 
proves of them, or that tis his Approbation they, 


. ftndy, above the Approbation of Men or Angels, 


1 The. ii. 4. there ſays the Apoſtle, But, as we were 


allowed of God to be put in Truſt with the Goſpel, even ſo 


we ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but God which trieth out 
Hearts, Happy they who have God's Teſtimony 
and Approbation. 

1. See hence what Ground there may be for La- 
mentation over ſundry at this Day, whoſe Practices 
Evidences they ate. not ſo much concerned to approve 
themſelves unto God as they oughteto be. I know not 
but there may be fully as much Ground to lament 
over ſome in the Miniſtry among us at this Day, as 


there was in the 1645, when the Commiſſion of the Kirk 


drew/up the Exormities and Corrupt ion in the Miniſtry, 


with propey Remedies for theſe ; which were appointed 


to be regiſtrate in Presbytery Boaks, where they 


mention, 1. Minifters their rot ſtudying to kee 


© up Communion and Fellowſhip with God in Chriſt, 
* but walking in a natural Way, without imploying 
* Chriſt, and drawing Vertue from him for 


b Sandtification. 2. Great Worldlineſs. 3. Slighting 


© God's Worſhip in their Families, and therefore no 


Cordial urging it upon others. 4. Want of Gravity 


© in Carriage and Apparel. 5. Tippling, hearing, 
Company, and untimous Drinking in Taverns and 
Ale - Houſes whereby the Miniſtry is made vile and | 
© contemptible. 6. Diſcountenaucing the Godly, 
ſpeaking Evil of them becauſe of ſome that are not 
+ anſwerable to their Profeſſion. 7. The Sabbath 
not ſanctified after Sermons. 8. Some guilty of 
* ſmaller Oaths. 9. Little reading and Audying of 
© the Scripture. *- And, I wiſh there may be none a- 
mong us, neither in, nor having an Eye unto the 
Miniftry, who take far more delight in reading and 
Nudying - Tragedies and Comedies, Tatlers and 
'Speltators, than in reading and ſtudy ing the Word 
<tGod, 

And, 


“with this, Tis to be feared, that Minifters in ſe- 


And, with Reſpect to the Calling of the 

that Commiſſion mentions manyFvils, ſundry of which, 
1 fear are alſo to be found among us at this Day: As 
4 x, Corrupt Entry to the Mini, 1 as to 2 Way of 
5 living in the World, and not as tb a ſpiritual Cal- 
4 ling. 2. Helping in, and holding in, inſufficient 
and ſuſpected Men, who ſavpur the Things of this 
Life ; and keeping the Door ftraiter upon them 
© whom God hath ſeiled, than upon thoſe who have 
C leſs Evidence of the Power of Grace and Holineſs. 
O 1 Partiality, in fayouring and ſpegking for the can 
s dalous, whether ſcandalous Miniſters or others. 
© 4- Silence of the publick Cauſe, 5. Some counting 
it a Point of Wiſdom to ſpeak ambiguouſly, inclin» 
ing to juſtify the Wicked, 6, Idleneſs, in ſeldom 
*. Preaching, as once upon the LSrd's Day; or Ne- 
* gligence in preparing for publick Work. . Want 
* of Zealand Love to the Converſion of Soula, preach- 
ing ex offitie, not ex conſciantia officil, 2. Self ſeeki 
Tin T and a Venting rather of their Wis 
© and Skill, this a Shewing forth of the Wiſdom 
and Power of God. 9. Lifeſeſsnely in Preaching, and 
not ftudying to Be furniſhed by Chriſt, with Power: 
10. The indiſcreet Cuting of the Indiſcretion of 
« pious Peeple' and Minifters, whereby Gadlineſs 
* hath gotten a deep Waund. And they conclude 


\ 


* cret are negligent ih wzeftling with God in Prayen 
* for a warms to be poured out upon their Labeurs, 
* contenting x emſelves with their publick Perfor- 
6 znces.” 8 | 
And, as there may be juſt Ground to lament with 
that Commiſſion 1645, ſo alſo with the Com miſſion 
1650, in their Reaſons ef Faſting, where, with Relati- 
on to Minifters and their preaching the Goſpel, they la- 
ment over many, © Who labour not to ſet forth the 
* Excellency of Chriſt in his Perſon, Offices, and the 
* unſearchable Riches of his Grace, the new Cares 
* aanth. and the Way of living by Fa.th io him; not 
238 ps + Wakiog 
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17 making this the mais and n of theie 
1 „iv. 5. and Col. i. 28. Not preaching other Things 
wy © with a Relation to Chriſt, — and preſſing Duties 
© in a mere leg I Wiy; not urging; them, as, by. the 
of © Authority 1 God's Commandments, ſo. from the 
Loe of Chriſt, and the Grace of the Goſpel; von 
3 © pointing and direcking People to their Furniture 
4 bor them in Chriſt; oftentimes eraving hard, but 
| p piring nothing whereyith to pay.“ Lthink we have 
4 all Ground to pray the Lord may ſend Allemtfies 
7 to chuſe ſuch Comm iſſiona, and that he may give 


Commitſions to copy after their Examplo. Such a Com- 
miſſion had ſurely finiſhed an Overture recommend - 
add to them once and again by the General Aſſembly 
4 (aneit the Methed of Preaching) in leſs than half a 
Doꝛen of Years. I doubt not the Goſpel of Chriſt 
J as purely preached in Scotland at this Day, as in 
any Nation under Heaven; and, I ſuppoſe, as purel 
as ever ig our Land: Yet it is regreted, and I wi 
it be not on too juſt Grougd, eſpecially concerning 
ſundry of our younger Miniſters. and Preachers, who 
Fl are ſaid often and ordinarily, To entertain their 
4 „„ Heaters with bare Harangues of Morality, their 
| A. Diſcourſes having little, and ſometimes no more, 
| in them, but what might have been ſaid. by ſuch as of 
| Et never {aw a Bible; having nothing but what the 
Light of Nature doth Be : {o that a Stranger Hi 
: ar hearing might poſſibly doubt, whether the Fe 
„ Preacher was a Chriftian or a Deift” _ - D 
And, as with Reſpe& to Preaching, ſo their wants 2 
4 not Ground of Lamentation with Refgect to Diſcip 8 
by line in Church-judicatories ; As,.1. tho* it was decla 8 
15 red by eur General Aſſembly, That Errors were yen- 
ce by a Proſeſorof Divinity in this Church, which ae 
1 ſubverſive of the Do&rine of the holy Trinity, which 1 
| is a fundamental! Article of our holy Religion; yeh | 


he was not cenſured accordi ro the Demerit of N 
wis Crime. Sball Misiſters be depoſed far rreaſpoabl 14 
* tl . * 


| +" ) W 
* Words againft ae 25 ; 4hd ſhall Blaſ- 
* '* | phemy againſt the great God our Saviour hv no higher 
aus Ceaküxe than bare ſpenſten ? Would not a Miniſter 
of the:Goſp8] he depoled for robbing a mere Mad of 
"the hi Money; and is it not far more halnous, to endea - 
n cnevour to rob God of his eternal Son, and ie only be- 
; my 1 Son of God of his ſupreme Gidbead, proper Beiiys 
MENT eceſſary Exiftence and Independency ? And tis alſo Mat- 
ter of Lamentation that Hypotheſes have been adop- 
ted, and I wiſh' they be not maintained by to 
many, which artribgrs vaſtly too much to natural“ 
Reaſon, and the Power of corrupt Nature gubich, 
as our General Aſſembly ſays, tend alwajs to the- 
Diſp ar agement of Revelation and free Grace, And -we 
have alſo Ground to lament, that, from the ſamg we- 
ful Sautce, to wit, the undue Exaltation of natural 
Reaſon, there ſeeins to b&a Contempt caſt upon the 
Whale Work of the Spitit'sf God in Regenerntion, 
and going to God in Prayer with our caſe, praying is 
the. Hey Gheft, and looking for an Auſwer to our Suits, 
and all ſpicicnat 'Exegciſe, is accounted nothing bus 
Enthuftaſn by ſome at this Day And, with Reſpect 
to Church: Judicatories, think we have Grooud to 
lament that ever it was eta tted, Such Heritors as are net 
of our Communion, but open Euemies to our Conſtitu- 
tion both in Church and State; and alſo' that, ſack - 
eritors, at in all Probability ara never to hear the 
Perſon called, living, may be, at more than 30% Miles 
Ditlance, ſhould have as much to ſay ia thy Choice 
„ante of Miniſters, as the People who are to be the Paſtors | 
| Charge. And, as Patronages have always been tecken- 
ed a Grievance by this Church, ſa { ' cannot” help 
thinking the late Ac of Aſſembly anent planting. 
Vacant Churches, is nothing but an extended Pa- 
dich ttonage, as Was affirmed of Calls by'Heritore and El- 
4 ders ln the Caſe of Loabmaben Settlomedt, printed for 
vindicating the Commifkon's Conduct in the 1724. 
And, to me, 10 late AR is a dieeACroffing of Chrift's 


ord] diggen ang, robbing of biz People ob ghar Right 


fore, who compoſed the firſt and 


' fo, when an 


; gers, to: Mit, þ a . 
Note and Intereſſ in · Pariſhes may be over-ruled by 


- 
* 


he hath bequeathed . in his Teſtament, if 
the Body of that People, ha are to be the Paſtor's 
Charge, are no more to be noticed, nor have they 
more toſay in the Affair than what a. ſober Pagan 
might plead, namely, a Liberty to libel the Candi- 
date, under the Pain of ſevere Cenſure, or Puniſh- 
ment, in caſe he fail in the Probation, Our worthy Re- 
* ſecond Books of 

ſcipline, and theſe worthy Pregbyterian Miniſt eri( who 
ha eholen Sulecing rather than recounce their Prin- 
ciples) that were aliye . at the happy Revolution, 
would. 75 nto any ſych AQ Allem bly: For, 
in the "trite Repreſentation of Presbyterian Government, 
which. was licenſed April 18. 16go, and was publiſhed 
for © vindicating the Profeſſion of Presbyterians * at 


that Time, 1. By giving à plain Account of w at 


they. held. 2. By taking off the moſt material and 
common Qbjections and Reproaches which were uſed 
agaioft them. In that Repreſegtation, as Patronages are 
called * A direct croſſing of Chrift's Inſtitution, and à 
” robbing his People of the Pripilege he bath be- 


* queathed xg them, viz. of chuſing their own Paſtors ; 
wering an re Heal which might be 


made againft taking away the Ele ion of Miniſters by 


Patrans, and giving the People the Choice of thejr P. 
That if that - done; then Men of 


. the Muititude (which often is ignorant and heady) 
and have Miniſters impoſed on them. In Anſwer to 
this, it is ſaid, The ſame Inconveniency was apt to 
o follow on popular Election in other Ages of the 
Church; and yet in the Apoſtles Times, and in the 


firſt and beſt Ages, till the ſeventh or eighth 


Century, or later, Patronages were not ſettled in 
© the Church: They came in among the lateſt Anti- 
* chriftian Corruptiops and Ulurpations., The 


primitive Chriftians, were not ſo tender of 
1 cheir Grandeur, and ſuch Privileges, 2s their 


© Rank in the World gave them; nor ſo little 
tender of the Liberties of the Church, and the — 
. tete 
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*. rereft of Chriſtians as ſuch. And if any ſuch Pro- 
* renfions appeared to be owned by the Grandees of 
© theſe Times, they met with a ſevere Check, and, 
© that in leſſer Matters than acclaiming a Power of 

* chooſing Minitters for the whole Church; as ap- 
o pears by the Apoſtle his reproving the Diſtinction 
* even in the Seats in their Aſſemblies, that was 


made between the Man with the Gold - ting and gay 


1 Cloathing, and the Man in vile Raiment. We ate 
* content, ſays that Repreſentation, to allow great 
* Men all due Re'peR, but not to complement them 
* with what is Chriſt's Legacy to his People; and 
© therefore, we hope that they who are willing te- 
* ſubje& themſelves to the Laws of Chriſt, will be. 
content to ſtand on equal Ground with their poor 
' Bretbren in the Church, with Reſpe& ro Church» 


, 1 which belong not to Men, fs Poor or. 
4 


ich, as Great or Small, but as they are Chriſt's 

* Diſciples; tho' we are far from che levelling Pria- 
*. ciple in other Things.“ n 
And here alſo we have Ground to lament over the 
too common Practice of many iu accepting of Preſen- 
tatiqns, and, that this Pgactice is too much encoura- 
ged by ſome of our Jadicatories at this Day, which 
i a Homologating of that Uſurpatioa : And this is - 


the more to be regreted, becauſe, if there was no Ac» 
ceptation, the Act of Parliament for Patronages hath 
been made ſo favourable, through the Influence of. 


Friends, that, as the Law now ſtands, it could do us 
no Harm: But, without inſiſting further on Particu- | 
lars, | am afraid the Doctrine may reach a ConyiRi- 
on to us all. Have we not come far ſhort of theGloty 
df God in Preaching, Praying, in the Adminiftration 
of Sacraments, as to our Carriage in Church-Judica- 
ories, and as to our Walk and Converſation Q > 
7. See hence, we who bear the Character of Chi 
Minifters, ſhould ofteg put the Queſtion ro our own 
ouls, bet ber are approven of God, or not? S. 
re often to try out ſelves, leſt, When we preach the 
oſpel of Salvation to others, we be'Caft-aways, or 


— 


. 1 
Aiſapproven. We ought frequently to chink upon the 
crict ſolemn, awful Reckoning we are to make in 
the Great Day, when called to give an Account of 
our Stewardſhip. And there are ſundry Things 
whereby we might try our ſelves as to this Matter, ] 
which I ſhall briefly paſs ? As, 1. Such as are appro- 
ven of God, they approve of the whole of his Will,* ( 
having ſincere Love to all the Truths and Laws of. 0 
I 
1 


Chrift. being the Things which are excellent, Phil. i. 
10. They that are approven of God, whether Mini- 
mers or People, there is not a Word in- all the Bible 
but they approve of it, Fal. cvix 128. They are far from 
wiſhing ſuch or ſuch a Sin had never been forbidden, I 
or that ſuch or ſuch à Duty had never been enjoined n 
in God's Word. 2: Such Miniſters fiudy to ſet God Ul 
always — 2 them, 4c, ii. 22. there tie ſaid of the tk 


High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, the adorable Immanuel, the 

Man of God's Rigbhi- hand. that be was a Man approved 

of God; and, in the 25. Verſe, tis (aid, I foreſaw the 
Lord always before me, 3. Heis one whe ſtudies Im- «| 
partiality in all his minifterial Actings, doing netbing "2 
evith Partiality, To have Keſpect of Perſons, prefer- "2 
ting one to another in Ecclegaftical Matters, on, ſev me 
cular Accounts, is a hainous Evil. If partial in our ſhe 


Miniftrations, upon worldly,political Views, we can- plo 
not be apþroven of God, Lan. iii. 35, 36. 4. Such 

ſtudy in Practice to approve themſelves as the Mini- We 
fert of God in all Things, giving no Offence inany |} Thi 
Thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed: Tis rie- diet 
vous Sin inbeople to take Offence where none is due 
given; yet, where People are apt to take Offence, 
we ought to be more upon our Guard, leſt any 
Ground of Offence be given. '5. Such have the 
Glory of God, and Honour of Chfiſt above all Things 
in View; this is their ultimate End, Rom. xiv. 18. V. 
that in thoſe Things ſerveth Chriſt is acceptable to God 
If for us io live be Chrift, we ſhall be appreven of God 
Vand for us to die ſpall be Zain. Mynifters are calle: 
the Glory of Chriſt in Scripture ; 2 Cor. viii. 23. He i 


ſarely approven of God, who, is concerned to has 


— 


J 7 * 
k beißt magnified, and Self ſubdued; . Such look ew" 
themſelves as leſs than the leaft of all Chriſt's Ser- 
vants; as in the Caſt of the Apoſtle, Epb. iii. 8. he. 
he thought highly, of his Office, and of higreat 
Maſter, whoſe Meſſage and Name he did bear; yet 
he thinks meanly of himſelf, and ſo do all whom 
God approves ; for it is net he that commendeth bimſelf, 
but whom the Lord commendeth, whe is gpproved, 2 Cor. xs 
18. And, 7. Such ſeek to be approven inChriſt, looks 
ing for God'sApprobation only in, and through him; 
as the Apoſtle, when ſpeiking of Appelles, which ſome 
have thought was the {ame with 'A4pellos, Rom. xvi. 
10. he lays, Salute Appelles approven in Chrift. We can- 
not be approven of God, unleſs we be in Chrift, and 
united to him by Faith: We are aicepted only in 
the Beloved ; through him our Perions. and Perfor- 
mances are approven ; through him Mites, apd hoe 
neſt Mirfts ate accepted} where Millions are due. 

| $. See hence, How nearly it concerns us who 
© bear the CharaQte r of Chriſt's Miniſters ſeriouſly 
© to conſider what may have Weight with us to ſtu- 
© dy our being appröven of God: And here I'll 
mentien ſome Things which may excite to ttudy te 
ſhew our ſelves approven of him; As 1. This is our 

lorious Lord and Maſter's Command, as here in the 
Fext, The Command of the Great Ged ſhould have 
Weight with us ; there is no diſputing at his Word. 
Tho blind, undiſputed, unlimited; univerſal Obe- 
dience be not due to any Worm Creature, yet it is 
dus to our ſovereign Lord, and glorious Creator. 2. 
This is to write after che approven Example of the 
Cloud of Chrift's faithful Witneſſes, as in that for- 
cited 1 Theſſ. ii. 4, 6. Yea, which is of far more 
Weight, this is co write after the Pattern of our 
glorions Lord and Maſter himſelt, whe hath left us an 
Example: The great and glorious high Prieft of 
our. Profeſſion, Cbriſt Feſus did always theſe things 
which pleaſed the Fatber which ſent him, John viii. 2 9. 
3- This, will be a ſure Mark of our being Minifters 
lest and called of God, 44 wes dren, and as Was 
9 


Levis 


— * -- . — 
* TY —_ _ . 
ey. 


— — 
* 


* *—— 2 4 —— 
— — UU — — coaches 


2-4 


4 * „ _ * — — 
"IH W 
— — -—_— 


Ed 


= x03 * 
== 4 a. e 


P 


ww —_— n - * 
2 r ©pd av 


- © a * 


9 1 
., of whom 1.0 Deut. xxxiii. 9. That bs fad 


— to him; ſo it is promiſed unto ſuch as take 


wnto bis Father and Mother, I have not ſees bim; neither 
Ar be acknowledge bis Brethren. He ſate looſe from 
bis Rgations,: and all worldly Interetts, being con- 
cerned to pleaſe God above all; and they who do 
fo, preferring the fulfilling, and making full Proof of 
their Miniftry to all Things, ſeeking God's Approba- 
tion, have ſolid Ground to conclude, they did not 
run unſent, but that they have been called of God. 4. 
The Conſideration of whoſe Servants and Ambaſſa- 
dors we are, ſhould have Weight with us in this 
Matter. We are Chrift's Ambaſſadors, 2 Cor. v. 20. 
and ſhall we not be concerned above all Things co 
— and approve our ſelves to out Sovereign, the 
ingef Kings? If an Ambaſſador forget his Maſter's 
Buſineſs, neglecting to ſeek his Honour at a foreign? 
Court, ſtudying his own Keputation, minding his 
own Concerns only or ,nainly ; would got all rhe 
World condemn him? and, would he not be rejected 
and diſapproven at his Return? 5.This is the Way 
fo bave Succeſs and ſolid fo in our Work. As a Mini- 
er's Succels is, in ſome Reſpect, a Crown of Re- 


to themſelvestand their Doctrine, That they ſball 
both ſave themſelves and them that bear them, 1 Tim. iv. 
16. And, 6. This is the Way tobe approven of Men, 
Rom. xiv. 18. for be that in thoſe Things ſerveth Chrifh 
is acceptable to God, and approven of Men. This is the 
Way to have the Approbation of all, good Men, 
whole Approbation 1s only to be regarded ; for ma» 
ny Times the Wicked's Approbation is real Infamy. 
And, tho' God's Approbation is mainly to be ſtudied, 
et Man's Approbation is not to bescontemned, when 
t can be had with the Divine Teſtimony ; for we 
are to provide Things that are honeſt, or venerable, 
Things that are lovely, Things that aye of goed Ro- 
port, and of Praiſe in the Sight of ail Men, Yhil., iv. 
8. But, 7. We ought to conſider, that if we de not 
approve our ſelves to God, if this be not our 


Study, the Lord will make us contemptible, and fill 
1 b , ; | our 


* 


8 


e 
dur Faces with Shame before the People. 80 mack © , 


64 is intimated in our Text, Study to ſhe b ſelf appro= | 
OY I bed ts God, I Workman that medeth not ts be aſhamed: + 
M Sbame is the Promotion of ſuch Fools, and that even in 
* this Life many Times z as we ſee clearly from Aal. 
— ii. $, 9. where the Lord ſays to the corrupt Priefts 
of in Mach's Days, But ye ave departed vut of the way, + 
2 ye have cauſed many 10 fumble at the Law, ye have cor 
of rupted the Covenant of Levi, ait“ the Lord ef Hoſts 4 
4+ Mereſore have I alſe made you contemptille and baſe be- 
7" fore all the People, according as ye have not heepi my Ways, 
1 but have been partial in the Lato. They did not ſtudy 
©» | to keep the good Ways ofthe Loidy ſo as to ap- 
* prove themſelves unto him; but were partial in the 
x 3% negleQing to declare the whole Cò un ſerof Godg 
7 | mifinterpretirg and miſapplyingGod's Law, to mak 

Bo it croſs, vr countenance, as they had Spleen againſt, * 
ne or Kindneſs for People. They were partial in theit 
4 Obedience to the Law, and alſo itt the Exerciſe of 
Diſcipline ; partial or knowing Faces as the Word 
aJ ma rendered. God is no Reſpecter of Perſons in 
2 ä maltlps his Law he regards the Rich no more than 


a the Poor; and therefore, ſays Henry on the Place, 
His Prieſts miſtepreſent him, and do him a great 
1 deal of Dishonobr, If, in Doctrine or Diſcipline, 
© they be Reſpecters of Perſons ; and ſuth Priefts ds 
© a great deal of Miſchief to the Souls of People, 
fo making them fumble ar the Law ;Stumbling hes 
at the Law, by contracting Prejudices-againft the 
© Law, and Ways of Gbd.' The Lord made them 
cont@mptible before all the People; ſuch were con- 
temptible before all that feared tbe Lord, and thought 
on Nun, and ſpeaking offen one to anotberthey deſpiſed 
them, they abhored them, and as the Author of the 
fore-mentioned Admiſſion Sermon ſays, All the Ho- 
* nour wicked Men may put upon fſach Minifters, 
vill not balance the Contempt the truly Godly may, 
* and ought to pour upon them, But not only the 
Godly, but even the Wicked and Profane, thay are 
s : teady 


(6559 
ready to condemn and deſpife ſuch, and ſecretly 
1 they are ready to jeſt with their ſcandalous Miſcar- 
I 

| 


riages, however intimate with them. And it comei 
not by mereChance thatuntenderMinifters are con · 

temned ? No. God hath a holy Hand in it, I have 
v4 made them contemptible before all the People, 7 the 
* Lord of Hoſts. He declares it way of him. 1 own, 
3 People would beware of deſpiſing the meageſt of 
Chriſt's Servants; and they would beware of being 
ſtumbled lightly, or at every Fault and Miſcarriage 
in a Miniſter ; they ought to conſider they are Men 
| of like Paſſions with themſelves; they ought to beware 

| of condemning theni upon bare Hearſays, and unheard: 
1 However, as Miniſters of the Goſpel would not have 
RJ Shame and Contempt poured upon them, they would 
-148 guard againſt ſtumbling People at the Law of God. 
We may ſay, and | fear on better Ground, with the 
P Reverend Mr. Anderſon in his formentioned Synodical 
K Sermon, preached 1712, when having, cited theſe 
Words of the ProphetMalachy, © Tis viſible to every 
© Body, that in the moſt Places of the Land there is 
* within theſe few Years a ſenſible . Diminution of 
© thac Regard and Reſpe& that's due to the mini- 


1 © terial Character, and which uſed to be paid there- 
„to. This, no doubt, ſaid he, is owing, in agreatMea- 
fs iure, to th Endeavours of Adverfaries, and to the 
 * © Unconffancy of People, who have too much of the 
bl ** Athenian Temper i them. — But, ſays be, we are 


© too partial on our own Side, if we take not Patt, and 
a very great Part too, of the Blame to our ſelves. 
#1 Let us conſider theſe weighty Words of Gag con- 
1 * * cerning El,, Them that bonenour me, I wl bonoun; 
1 but they that deſpiſe me, ſhmll be lightly Ln Jl 
til Seh. We may conſidęr, that, as God pours 
5 upon ſuch in this Life, ſo, beyond Perad venture, at 
Judgment, and through Eternity, of them the Sen of 
Aan will be aſhamed, and he will take Glory and 
Praile to himielf in their eternal Confuſion : Where- 
14 as 


5 


* | 


Fers could be ſaved, theic Work was ſo great, their 
Account fo ſtri&, and their Deportment ſo unan- 
* \werabl@ many Times,” And ſurely, at the great 
Day'of Accounts, as it is, Mat. vii. 22. Many, and 
not a few, «will ſay, Lord, Lord, bave we net prophen 
= fd in thy Name To whom the righteous judge will 
| anſwer and ſay, Depart from me ye Workers of Iniqui» 


you ſought not my Approbation. We may be Iaſtru- 
ments of ſaving and helping others to Heaven, and 
yer periſh our ſelves. 'The Hell ot an unfaithful 
untender Miniſter will be the hotteſt Hell, he is the 
vileſt of all Juglers and Hypocrites, tho' he preac 


2gainſt Hypocriſy, He preaches that athers [ge 
ſfrdy aboge all Things to approve themſelves unto God, 
and yet be has ng. Concern upon his Spirit how to 
be appgoven in Chrif. 9. The prefeng Circumſtances 
of the Church of Scotland call loudly to this, they 
have the loudeſt Call ro Miniſters and People to 
ſtudy the approving themſelves unto God above all. 
Was this our Study, who knows but the Lord might 


due of the Spirit is with him, and, when he pieaſes, 
a Church or Nation is lors at once. God is angry 
with us, Frowns are viſible in his Countenance, 
tho“ we have Halcyon Days of outward Proſperity, 
the Lord's Hand is liftedup ; and, come the Storm from 
what Airth it will, we want not the juſteſt Ground 
to look for a ſharp and bitter Blaſt, Have we gots 
too much Ground to think our Circumftances are 
fully as bad, and, I fear, conſiderably worſe thaw 
2 were in 1725? At which Time, the Reve> 
tend Author of the aforecited 4dmiſſion-S:ymox 
ſpeaking of the preſent : Circumſtances of this and 
cher Proteſtant Churches, ſaid, It is 8 perilloys 
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al, fach as ſtudy to have his Approbation, are Ma- 
mien that need not, nor ſhall they ever, be aſhamed. 
think Thave ſomewhere read of Chryſoftome ſay- 
195 * It was a Queſtion with him, if many Mini- 
1 


ty, I never knew you; that is, I never approved of you, 


return and revive us, return and heal us? The Refi= + 
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© and evil Time on any Acceunts ; Error makes 8 
© formidable vance in all the Churches; Defedction 
© from the Principles of our Reformation and Life of 
Religion is ſtill growing; Barrenneſs under our Mi- 
© niſtry is come to a pfodigions Height, all Ranks are 
© viſibly degenerate ; the Miaiſtry of this and other 
Churches, alas, too evidently growing worſe, all 
ſerious Concern about Religion and be Whats is ri- 
* diculed by ſome as Melancholly and Madnels ; 
e difintcreſted Zeal for the Concerns of the King- 


dom of Chrift and of our Zion, is run down as Bi- 
hy poreey and Prieſt-craft! May we not then juſtly 
£ 


ear, that Evil is before us: —We have no Ground 

© to doubt but the accurſed Thing is among us. A- 
las! the Glory is departed, the Glory is deparged 
in a great Meaſure: Alas! it is not with us as it 
kath been in Months paſt and former Times: Are 
we not fallen from our firſt Love and covenanted Princi- 
ferin many Things? We want not Ground to fear, 
what an eminent Servant of gs wy d, when 
on. the Borders, of Eternity, namely, "Fa he 
thought God was about to daſh this Church in 
© Pieces, tho' after that he would raiſe a brave 
'© Charch to himſelf in Scotland.” 10. and lafily, The 
Conſidetation of the great Reward, which ot ſove- 
_ reign Grace the Lord heſtows on ſuch as are con- 
© cerned co. 4 we themſelves to him, this may have 
Weight with us: Such as make this theis Study, in- 
ſtead of being aſhamed, they ſhall liſt up their Head 
Fer F-y. The Apoftle, having exhorted Timothy te 
approve himlelf to God, by making a full Proof of hi 
Miniſtry, as he hai done, he tells Timothy {or hi 
Encouragement, there was a Crown of Riohteouſneſ 
* bgid up for him; and not for him only, but for all tha 
” Jove bis Appearance, as do all that approve themſelye 

to him. AEST Tag. of a 

9. See hence, we ſhould all be concerned to kno 
the Way how we may be approven of God; And, i 
pe would be approven of him, 1ſt, We would ol 
* . IE, 7 ". 


* 
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©! fare that we are in Chriſt, and in 2 gracions State; | 
on for they that are in the Heſu, cannot pllaſe God: Such ass 

2 of want Grace are unſavoury Salt, and have no Ground 
Mi- to think they. can be a ſweet Sæusur of Cbriſt unts God; 
are 25 the. Apoſtle ſays of himſelf and other Miniſters 
ber of Chrift, 2 Cor. ii. 15. And Miniſters of the glorioaus 
all Goſpel have no ſmall Ground as well as many others, 


ti- to entertain a holy Jealouſy over themſelves, leſt 
ls ; they need a fecqnd Converfoon, Flavel, in his Apjendis 
ng to England's Duty, tells us of One who proved an e- 
Bi- 'minent Inſtrument in the Church of Chtiſt, who in 
iftly the Beginning of his Miniſtry, was not upon the 
and right Foundation: This Man, ſays he, had excel- 
A- ſent natural and acquired Parts, and could preach 


red © of Regeneration, Faith and Heavenly-mindedneſs, 

© tho' he felt nothing of them in his owg Experience; | 

Are His Life was blameleſs, and he had no mean Efteers' | 

rinci- s amqng good Men: But one Day, when he was! | 

fears / . yins a ſpiritual Poigg to preach unto others, | 
0 


when n{cieace preached it Arſt to his own Soul, ſo as | 
it he * the Pangsof the New-Birth ſeized upon him ; and ! 
h in] being converted, the Lord made him a choice ex- ! 
brave © perimental Preacher of Chiriſt, crowning Hs La- {| 
„The 13 — with unuſual Succeſs; and in moſt of his A 


© Sermons afterwards, he endeavoured ro convince 
con- . .* Profeſlags of che Neceſſity of a ſecond Converſion. 


have And, I have heard of one Mr. Fobn Monro, Miniſter | 
y, in- ot Alva in Roſs, who, when a- dying, ſaid, Tho' he | 
Head! +, had been a Miniſter for the Space of Twenty four 
thy te « Years, yet he had been a Minifter of Chriſt burſtor 
f of bi the four laſt Years of his Miniſtry ;*” having lived | 
or hi twenty Years in the Miniſtry before God took a © 
ouſneſ Dealing with his Soul, tho? all that Time he had good | 
tba Inclinations and a Love to the honeft Party. dix, | 
nlelye As we would approve ourlelves to God, we muſt. | 
follow after Love, Peace and Unity, as the Apoſtle _. 

a kno exhorts Timethy in the 22, Verle of this Chapret | 
And, where our Text is: We muſt ſtudy the Peace of N 

Id mak 


| 
| 
ſalem, above our chiefeſt Foy, or the Head of our. Fey it | 
* all the World, Peace in Presbyteties, — aol : ; 
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Afemblies, is tobe . prayed for, earneftly endes 


voured, and preferred to our ſecvlar Intereft. How 


with Truth; if they part Ways, we muſt leave' the 


Way of Peape, and follow Truth, tho we ſhapld'be 


called Pre-brands, Men of dioſive Spirits, Aﬀeters of 
Singularity, and what not: Mr. Gilleſpie, in his Trea- 


tiſe againſt the Engliſh Popiſb Ceremonies, ſays, I know'' 
none have mere ordinarily been blamed for troub- 
© ling the Peace of the Church, than they who leaft 


© deſer ved it; for Elijab bimſelf was thought, to be 
© -him-that, troubled Iſrael, when he contended againſt 
©'the Garruptions of th Chureh in his Time.“ Jere- 
miab - like, in the 15. of his Book, v. 10. we muſt ra- 
ther be Mew of Strife and Contention te the whole Eayth, 
than quite with a Hoof of Truth; for it is our Lord's 
Command, that we contend earneſtly for the Truth; thoꝰ 
the leaſt Diſſent fromBrethren ſhould ſtill be with ſome 
ReluQancy as being obli 
at much at in us lies, we ave to live peaceably with a 

Men, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Rom. xii. 18. And there 
may be Oneneſs of Heart, Soul and Affection among 


Miniſters, where there is ſome Diverſity of Sentiments, 


Judgment and Apprehenſion anenz ſundry Things; 
And, in order to this, we ought itill to put the beſt 
Conſtrudion upon one another's Words agd Actions, 
that reaſonably they will bear: And, while we are 
inthis Life, whege we know but in Part, ſometimes 
there may be Differences of Apprehenſiön even 
-where there is the ſame good End and Deſign. 34h 

We would ſtndy to live by Faith upon the Lord 
Jeſus, who hath, as the ſever - Stars, ry the ſever 
Spirits of God. This was the Apoitle's Care, hence, 
ſays he, The Life that. I live in the World, is by Faith 
an the Son of God, Gal. ii. 20. and, through Chriſt ftrength- 
ming bim, be could do all Things. And it is ſure 
Ground and Foundation for our-Faith, that our Lord 
and Maſter has promiſed to be with his Servants a!- 


tuays taube End of the World, Mat. xxviii. 20. With 


. them 


ever, Peace is only to be followed while it abides * 


to differ; and, if e, 
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them to deed bete to ſtrengthen them; to hold 
with them, to plead their Cauſe, to work all theis 
Works for them, aud to ſncceed their: Labours. 
4thly,, We are co Ply a Throne of, Grace in earneft, 
crying for the der Brotheg's. Portion, evena'donble 
Portion of the Holy Spirit. 5thly, We would ftudy 
Humility. Whatever Parts, Gifts, Actainments or Aſh 
ance the Lord may give, we are ſtill to think means 
ly of our ſelves, knowing we have nothing but what 
we receive: God never approves of any that are proud; 
no, he reſiſts ſuch he knows them afar off, Pſal. cxxxviiis 
4. he diſdains to come near them, 4 Shame 
and Contempt upon them, as might 
many Inſtances, as particularly in the Caſe of oge 
Simon Shurina, à Dottor of great Note at Paris, a 


ment and Learning, who having ene Day, betorean 
extraordinary Confluence of Heaters,  di{icourſed of 
the Trinity, and other Truths of Chrift, to the Aſto- 
niſnment of his Audience; Being preſſed by divers 
of them topubliſh his Diſcourſe, 'was ſo puffed - up 


with Pride upom this, as, with blaſi phemous Inſolence, 


to ſay, O Feſus Jeſur, how much have I in this 
Queſtion confirmed and exalted thy Laws; but, 
©. 161 pleaſe to oppoſe myſelf unto them, I know how 
$ with ſtropger Arguments ag much te weaken and 
Adepreſs the ſame. Which no t ſooner ſpoken, than 
he Was preſently-fruck dumb, that for a Time he 
n na more, and after that Became a notour 
ot, ſo as he could neither read nor know what 
Nas. ſpoken to him, in a rational Way; ſo that he 
became as publick an kxample of Derilio as former- 
ly he had been of Mens Adoration} And, Matthia, 
Fariſtenſi t, ho records this, ſays, It had the defirab}: 
* Effet upon may Scholars of that Age, to enforc 
al Comvidtion of the Truth of the Chriſtian Reli 


gion and alſo to ſuppreſs the Arrogance and inſoler 
 Boaftipgs which were too :diſcernible in many 


© that Time, asif the Doctrine of the Scripture ftoc 
Sor fel] with their Reaſon. $9 in the Cafe of Arc 
| | biſh 


e ſhown- by 


bout the 12th; Century, 2 Perſon of fingular Jadg> 
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Bifſhdp Ademſip and others. 6hly, As wh weil 


— ourſelves unto God, we are to aſcribe the 
lory to him of all we do, ſtudying to have Self 
fſubdued, writing aſter the Apoftis Example, 1 Cor. 
uv. 9, 10. Fer I am the leaft of the Apa, that am nat ' 
meet t0he called an Apeſtle; but by the Grace of God, I 
am what | am. 7Jihly, We muſt reſolve upon the 
reateſt Sufferings, rather than the leaſt of Sins; 
ing like the Apoſtle, who; 4#s xx, 24. (Hs, #But 
wone of theſe Things move me, neither count I my Lifs 
de ar unto ws ſo that I might fniſh my Courſe with Foy; 
and the Miniſtry which I have received of the Lord Feſuss 
to teftify the Goſpel of the Grace of Ged. Tis no Argument 
of Enth»ſgaſm, to part with the laſt Drop of ourBeart's 
Blood, rather than deny or part with the leaſt Hoof 
of Truth. 8%), We muſt think and ſpeak highly 
and ae, of the great God, the adorable 77. 
Sovab, the infinite Majeſty of Heaven and Earth.*'Tis- 
Matter of Lamenration, to think of the Freedom ſome 


of the ſovereign Lord of all Beings, while they have 
ſtiled him 4 good-natured and gooti-humoured® Being: 
Aud who can tell, as our Age grows more politey 
but ve may hear him called a merry, cheerſul, wan- 
ton Being: Others again, under ptetence of e _ 
15 the rich Mercy and exuberant Goodnels of God, ar 
24% for extending ſaving Mercy to all Nations, to ſuch 
1 as know nothing of him who 3s thę Merty promiſed #0 
the Fatbers, and is the only Way te the Father; making 
his Mercy, Grace and Goodneſs to claſh with his Ju- 
tice, Holineſs and Faithfulneſs, which is direct 
contrary to our Meſiminſter Conte ſſion of Faith. An 
to ſay, © That People living according to Equity and 
Juſtice, may be laved in any Religion, is call 
blaſphemy in our old Confeſſion. And no great Wondet, 
or that DoAtrine ſays, God aded fooliſhlyin ſend- 
vg 4 is Son to ſave loſt Sinners, if People may be 


dit 


4 


4 


contemptible Worms have taken of late in ſpeaking 


wed yithout him; and that Docttine ftands in 


— 3 8 


dire Oppoſition to the 'Scriprures of Truth, as 


Ads iv 12. : | 
gthly, As we would approve ourſelves unto God, 
ve muſt be careful in Practice to live up to what. 
we teach and preach, Rom. ii. 21, There the Apo- 
ſtle propoſes a Queſtion, which may rouze the be- 
numed, ſtupid Conſcience of an untender Miniſter: 
Thou that Yeacheft another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? 1 
have heard of a ſcandalous Minifter, who upon read- 
ing theſe Words, was ſtruck at the Heart, and con- 
verted. Some, as One ſays, preach ſo well when in 
* the Pulpit, that 'tis Pity they ſhould ever come 
out; and live ſo ill when out of che Pulpit, that 
© ®tis Pity ever they ſhonld come in again. Let a 
Miniſter's preaching-Gifr, his Learning and Parts, 
be what they will, they can never counterbalance 
the Hurt he does to Chriſt, Religion, aud the Ways 
of the Lord, by an untender Walk. But! proceed to a 
1oth and laſt Inference from the Doctrine; Is it ſo 
Minifters of the Goſpel have God to do with? And are 
they to ſtudy how they may be approven of him? 
Then {urely all that regard theGlors of Nod, Thould 
be earneft Wreſtlers at the Throne of Grace on 
their Behalf, pleading that God, for his Glory's 
Sake, and Son's Sake, may bleſs them with Grace, 
to carry {o as they may be approven of him in 
Chriſt, J fear maay are ready to complain Mini- 
ſters preach not, pray not, and carry not as they 
would have them, who'yet ate lamentably negli- 
gent in praying for them. The Prayersof a People 
are the beſt Helps to a Miniſter in ſtudying and 


preachipg. Hence I have heard ic of a great Man 
being tranſported to the Me- 


an this Church, That, 

tropolis of this Kingdom, one taking the Freedom 
to lay, He thought. he preached as well or better 
at bis former Charge; he anſweted, No Wonder, 
for I want my Books, meaning the Prayers of Peo- 
ple in his former Charge. If ſuch an one as the 


great Apotile of the _—_— needed the Prayers of 
| | kiy 


xv. 9, 10. For I am the lea of the Apafille 
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Biſhdp Adomſon and others. 6thly, As we would 
approve ourſelves unto God, we are to aſcribe the 
Glory to him of all we do, ſtudying to have Self 
ſubdued, writing after the ApoRlt Example, 1 Cor. 


| s, that am no 
meet to he called an Apoſtle ; but by the Grace of God, I 
am what | am. 7th, We muſt reſolve upon the 
reateſt Sufferings, rather than the leaſt of Sins; 
ing like the Apoſtle, who; Act xx, 24. ſys, #But 
none of theſe Things move me, neither count I my Lifs 
dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might fniſh my Courſe with Joy, 
and the Miniſtry which I have received of the Lord Feſuss 
to teſtiſj the Goſpel of the Grace of Ged. Tis no Argument 
of Enthufgaſm, to part with the laſt Drop of ourHeart's 
Blood, father than deny or part with the leaſt Hoof 
ot Truth. 8/5, We muſt think and ſpeak highly 
and reverently of the great God, the adorable 77. 

Sovadb, the infinite Majeſty of Heaven and Earth.*Tis- 
Matter of Lamentation, to think of the Freedom ſome 


contemptible Worms have taken of late in ſpeaking 


of the ſovereign Lord of all Beings, while they have 
ſtiled him 4 good-natured and pooii-humonured® Being: 
Aud who can tell, as our Age grows more politeg 
but ve may hear him called a merry, cheerſul, wan- 
ton Being? Others again, under pretence of e alring 
the rich Mercy and exuberant Goodneſs of God, ar 
for extending ſaving Mercy to all Nattons, to ſuch 
as know nothing of him who is thę Merey promiſed 0 
the Fatbers, and is the only Way te the Father; making 
his Mercy, Grace and Goodneſs to claſh with-his Ju- 
tice, Holineſs and Faithfulneſs, which is direct 
contrary to our Weflmirfter Conte ſſion of Faith. An 
to ſay, © That People living according to Equity and 
Juſtice, may be laved in any Religion, is call 
laſphemy in our old Confeſſion. And no great Wondet, 


or that DoArine ſays, God ated fooliſhlyin ſend- 
og 4 is Son to ſave loſt Sinners, if People may be 


wed without him ; and that Doctrine ſtands in 
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in this Church, That, 


dire& Oppoſition to the Scriptures of Truth, as 
Ac. iv 132. . 

gthly, As we would approve ourſelves unto God, 
we muſt be careful in Practice to live up to what 
we teach and preach, Rom. ii. 21, There the Apo- 
ſtle propoſes a Queſtion, which may rouze the be- 
numed, ſtupid Conſcience of an untender Miniſter: 
Thou that Yeacheft another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? 1 
have heard of a ſcandalous Minifter, who upon read- 
ing theſe Words, was ſtruck at the Heart, and con- 
verted. Some, as One ſays, preach ſo well when in 
the Pulpit, that ' tis Pity they ſhould ever come 
out; and live fo ill when out of che Pulpit, that 
© ®ris Pity ever they ſhould come in again. Let a 
Miniſter's preaching-Gifr, his Learning and Parts, 
be what they will, they can never counterbalance 
the Hurt he does to Chrift, Religion, and the Ways 
of the Lord, by an untender Walk. But! proceed to a 

1oth and laſt Inference from the Doctrine; ls it ſo 
Minifters of the Goſpel have God to do with? And are 
they to ſtudy how they may be approven of him? 
Then ſurely all that regard theGlory of Hod, ſhould 
be earneft Wreſtlers at the Throne of Grace on 
their Behalf, pleading that God, for his Glory's 
Sake, and Son's Sake, may bleſs them with Grace, 
to carry {o as they may be approven of him in 
Chriſt, 1 fear many are re:dy to complain Mini- 
ſters preach not, pray not, and carry not as they 
would have them, who'yet are lamentably negli- 
gent in praying for them. The Prayersof a People 
are the beſt Helps to a Miniſter in ſtudying and 
preachipg. Hence I have heard it of a 


a great Man 
being tranſported to the Me- 
tropolis of this Kingdom, one taking the Freedom 


to lay, He thought. he preached as well or better 
at bis former Charge; he anſweted, No Wonder, 
for I want my Books, meaning the Prayers of Peo- 
ple in his former Charge. If ſnch an one as the 
great Apotile of the - e needed the Prayers of 


kiy 
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| his Hearers, ſurely we need them much more; and 
we often find him intreating thoſe he wrote unto, to 
mind him inttheir Prayers. People ought to be ent- 

* neſt che Lord may make his Servants able Miniſters 
of the New Teſtament, enabling by his Grace to ap- 
prove themſelves unto him in Chriſt, that they may 
be Workmen that need nat be aſhamed, rightly dividing 

the Word of Truth. "i 
And, to conclude, they are to pray, That, when 
their Lord and Maſter, the great God our Saviour, comes 
in his Glory, they may have the Approbation of 
good and faithful Servants ; and that he may ſay unto 
them, Ye have been faithful, approving your ſelves to me in 
a few Things, I will make you Rulers over many Things, 
enter ye into the Foy of your Lord; when unprofitable 
Servants ſhall be — bound Hand and Foot, 
and caft forth into utter Darkneſs, there ſhall be Weeps 


ing and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Mar. xxv. 21, 30. 
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